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FIRST WRITE! MARITIMES A SUCCESS

Sackville, NB – The Word Guild's first one-day conference in the Maritimes for writers who are Christian drew 18 aspiring to professional writers from New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and PEI. 

Local organizer Joanna Mallory, a Nova Scotia freelance writer, said, "This first Write! Maritimes laid the foundation for building a network of writers who are Christian in the Maritimes, following The Word Guild’s mandate of 'connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian.'" 

She added, "More local critique and support groups are going to grow from these connections, and are going to encourage and sharpen the skills of Maritime writers."

Award-winning local authors Linda Hall and Elaine Ingalls Hogg taught practical and inspiring workshops during the October 14 event in Sackville, NB. Author Dr. John Bartol joined Hall and Hogg for an informative question and answer session moderated by Mallory.

Hall, from New Brunswick, is the author of eleven novels, including the best-selling Margaret's Peace and the acclaimed and Christy-nominated Sadie's Song. Her newest mystery is Dark Water (Waterbrook/Random House). 

Hogg, from Nova Scotia, is the author of the newly-released Christmas in the Maritimes--A Treasury of Stories and Memories (Nimbus Publishing), the popular history When Canada Joined Cape Breton, and the award-winning children's picture book Remembering Honey. 

One of the participants commented, “I received lots of tips to help me research and write; now I have the knowledge that hard work and perseverance is part of the 'joy of writing.'" Another praised the "concise instruction and immediately applicable advice.”

Attendees ranged from published authors to those interested in beginning to write. Simply being with other writers and talking about aspects of the craft was enough to reignite the passion in some whose writing had stalled. Participants seized the opportunity to connect with like-minded individuals, and conversation flourished over lunch and at breaks. 

Plans have begun for a second Write! Maritimes, and perhaps for a Write! Halifax. In the meantime, those who attended this first Write! Maritimes have gone away inspired, instructed and encouraged. 

One participant summed up the day by saying, “I wanted to write! Immediately! Like Now!!!”
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BACKGROUND 

THE WORD GUILD 

The Word Guild is an association of Canadian writers and editors who are Christian, and who are committed to encouraging one another and fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. Its desire is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers and editors with a Christian worldview. 

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc. 

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com. 
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