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Attention: News, Features, Lifestyle Editors

WRITE! CANADA INSPIRES WRITERS TO ANSWER GOD'S CALL

GUELPH, ON—One hundred and eighty-five Christians from across Canada and the United States gathered at Guelph Bible Conference Center June 15-17 for Write! Canada, Canada’s premier annual conference designed for writers and editors who are Christian. 

“It’s not about you!,” keynote speaker N. J. Lindquist of Markham, Ont. challenged listeners during one of her three plenary sessions on the topic, "Finding the Courage to Answer God’s Call." Lindquist, the author of nine books and the executive director of The Word Guild, said that most creative people struggle with feelings of depression, alternating with enthusiasm. And they often feel like they are different. 

“Creative people don't fit in,” Lindquist said. “They create! Tell them they can’t do something and they immediately say to themselves, ‘Oh yeah?”’ Lindquist challenged attendees to trust God’s call to write, to nurture their abilities, and to support and encourage one another. She also suggested that writers have a lot in common with the prophets of old, and are vital to the body of Christ. 

The conference provided the inspiration and the practical teaching needed to follow God's call to write. In addition to the keynote sessions, Write! Canada offered seven tracks of continuing classes and workshops for teens, aspiring and beginning writers, fiction and nonfiction writers, journalists and songwriters, led by a faculty of more than 40 experienced writers, editors, publishers and agents.

"We make a point of showcasing Canadian instructors, and this year four award-winning Canadian authors—Rosemary Aubert, Hugh Cook, Janice Dick and Linda Hall—taught fiction writing," Wendy Elaine Nelles, The Word Guild's associate director, explained. Other Canadian faculty included radio talk show host Drew Marshall; nonfiction authors Sheila Wray Gregoire and Denyse O'Leary; songwriters Ali Matthews, Promise and N.I.F.T.Y.; book publishers Larry Willard and Rob Clements; and freelance journalists Patricia Paddey and Karen Stiller.

"We also bring in top American editors and agents, both to teach sessions and to meet Canadian writers to discuss book and article proposals," Nelles said. "Most publishers won't accept unsolicited manuscripts, so meeting face-to-face at Write! Canada is one of the only ways that Canadian writers can get a foot in the door of the larger, better-paying American market," she commented.

Visiting U.S. faculty included literary agents Janet Kobobel Grant and Les Stobbe; editors Craig Bubeck from Cook Communications; Marshall Shelley and Ed Gilbreath from Christianity Today International; Cindy Kenney from VeggieTales; and Connie Willems from the Navigators' Discipleship Journal. 

Belleville, Ont. author, columnist, broadcaster and speaker Sheila Wray Gregoire said she returns to Write! Canada year after year because, "There's no better place to get plugged into the Christian publishing world in Canada. The contacts I make every year are both encouraging and career-building."

This was the first such conference for 22-year-old Michelle Nagle of Wyoming, Ont., who said she had been encouraged and inspired by the "more seasoned" writers attending, and by the nurturing environment. 

"It was wonderful beyond belief," commented Belinda Burston from Bond Head, Ont., who has been at Write! Canada every year since 2000. "For me, the absolute highlight was Nancy's three plenary sessions. She shared her journey, from her heart, with such vulnerability, honesty and freedom."

Jan Cox of Haliburton, Ont., attended her third conference and exclaimed, “Amazing, wonderful, a world of its own, Write! Canada can't be compared to anything else." She added, "I am inspired, energized and ready to ‘Answer God's Call.' Nancy’s talk was superb. It spoke right to me. We are in this together. I will do whatever I can to help the ‘prophets’ of this century.”

Watch the web site www.thewordguild.com for announcements about the next Write! Canada, to be held June 14–16, 2007 in Guelph. Ont., and about one-day writing conferences coming to a city near you.
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