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WRITE! CANADA CONFERENCE A LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE FOR TEEN WRITERS

Toronto - Are you a writer aged 14 to 19? Do you believe that your words can inspire, persuade, comfort, teach, entertain and bless the folks in your family, on your block, across town and around the world? The instructors at the Write! Canada conference in Guelph, Ont. from June 15 to 17 are waiting to meet and encourage you!

Parents, teachers, pastors – if you know a teen who loves writing, tell him or her about this unique opportunity. For the first time, Canada's largest Christian writers' conference has designed classes especially to help young people develop their writing abilities. Many youth wonder how they can use their creative gifts, what careers they will choose, how they can impact the world. Registration to the Write! Canada conference would make a life-changing, never-to-be-forgotten birthday or graduation gift for a young person.

Marilyn Yocum, a writer and speaker whose work has appeared in Leadership Journal, Discipleship Journal, Moody Magazine and many other publications, has applied her almost three decades of experience working with youth to create this special class. Her track record: 75 percent of the participants in her teen writing workshops in recent years have gone on to win writing contests or have work accepted by established publications. 

Marilyn has taught at previous Write! Canada conferences, and always receives glowing evaluations for her warm, humorous and approachable style. She says, "Come and capture a vision for the power and impact your words can have as we s-t-r-e-t-c-h that writing muscle. No matter what you write – fiction or nonfiction, poetry or prose – this fun, fast-paced class is for you. When it comes to writing, you're never too young or too old to begin. Do it!"

Her topics include: where ideas originate, how to get the words on paper, self-editing, critiquing, marketing, dealing with rejection and acceptance, and much more. She asks, “Are you willing to serve the purposes of God in your own generation and beyond? Let's find out! Class requirements: pen and paper. That's it!”

Teens who previously have attended the Write! Canada conference rave about it.

“Attending the Write! Canada conference was one of the most amazing experiences I have ever had. Now I feel that I have the knowledge and confidence to actually become a published author," enthuses Hannah Long of New Lowell, Ont. "The friends I have made, the people I’ve met… I wouldn’t trade this experience for the world. God has truly blessed us with Write! Canada and The Word Guild. It was so wonderful to be around other people who understood what it’s like to be a writer. What else can I say? I am definitely returning next year!”

Joellen Poot of Palmerston, Ont., who first attended Write! Canada last year, says, "I met some other teenage attendees and soon we were talking up a storm, sharing story ideas, writing tips, successes, and just about anything else related to writing. We exchanged stories, poems, laughs and e-mail addresses. The exchanging didn’t stop with just the other teenage attendees, soon I was talking with everyone. It was so wonderful to be in an environment where everyone had something in common. The workshops and classes helped to broaden my view and increase my knowledge. I hope to be able to attend again next year.” Joellen's wish came true – she won the teen category of the God Uses Ink Novice contest for writers who have never been published, which gave her free registration to attend Write! Canada 2006!

Paul Oleniuk of Watford, Ont. won the teen category of the God Uses Ink contest previously. He says, “I have been to the Write! Canada Conference twice now, and both times, it has far exceeded my expectations… Writing at home by myself can be very frustrating at times, and it is great to come and meet with other writers. The workshops and continuing classes… have taught me a lot. Having editors and more experienced writers read over my work has been a great help. I will definitely be attending next year.”

Although teenaged registrants are free to choose from any of the classes, some workshops at Write! Canada 2006 are designed especially for them.

Karen Stiller, associate editor of Faith Today magazine and editor of Women Alive magazine, will add sizzle to a workshop that offers an interactive, hands-on approach to the creative world of nonfiction writing. She will lead you through some of the elements and techniques that a writer can use to make any piece of nonfiction – from features in magazines to term papers for school – as captivating as possible.

Writing for kids is no easy task. What do you think you could learn from the senior managing editor of Veggie Tales, an author who has published 40 children’s books and won several awards? Cindy Kenney has done all of this and more, and, she wants to meet you! Kenney is conducting a three-part workshop that will show you how to create top-notch materials for kids of all ages and she says, “Whether you're creating a picture book, a chapter book, a magazine article or curriculum for kids, every word counts! Your work must resonate with the age you are writing for – no matter if it's your Biblical message, dialogue, characters, climax, introduction or conclusion!” Kenney will ensure that you discover what publishers are looking for in today's market and she will show you how to deliver it.

The Word Guild is the perfect home for you as a young or beginning writer. You will become part of an association of Canadian writers and editors who, as Christians, are committed to encouraging one another and fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. If you sense God’s call on your life to impact those around you by using the written word, make the decision to join others who have heard His call and are waiting to welcome and encourage you.

Take your first step today: register for Write! Canada at www.thewordguild.com. See you there!
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Media: For more information contact Write! Canada Coordinator Ann Brent, writerbrent [at] cogeco [dot] ca or 519-869-4313.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Write! Canada is designed to be a warm and supportive environment where participants from many backgrounds and religious experiences are united in their common love of God and of writing. Whether in the classroom or in informal conversation, the focus is on subjects that foster the pursuit of excellence in writing.

From 1984 to 2001, Faith Today magazine and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada organized this annual conference known as God Uses Ink. In 2001, The Word Guild was established and assumed responsibility for the conference. To mark the conference's twentieth anniversary, the name was changed to Write! Canada in 2004.

The fifth anniversary of the conference under the sponsorship of The Word Guild will be celebrated in Guelph, Ont., June 15 to 17, 2006. Keynote speaker is award-winning novelist, columnist, motivational speaker and co-founder of The Word Guild, N. J. Lindquist. Lindquist, who was presented with the Leading Women Award in Communications and Media earlier this year, will address the topic, "Finding the Courage to Answer God's Call."

The Word Guild's mandate is connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. Its desire is to impact Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers and editors with a Christian worldview.

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc.

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.
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