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IMPROVE YOUR FICTION & LEARN FROM AWARD-WINNING NOVELISTS

DEADLINE MOVED TO JUNE 1 FOR FICTION INTENSIVE CLASS MANUSCRIPTS

Toronto – Do you dream of writing the great Canadian novel? Have you got a partially-completed fiction manuscript sitting in your drawer, or have you written a short story? Don't miss the chance to improve your technique and your marketability by working one-on-one with award-winning novelists at Write! Canada.

Rosemary Aubert, Janice Dick and Linda Hall, all experienced authors and instructors, will lead small group critique sessions. Each person will submit a manuscript (up to 5,000 words) in advance, and all members will read and comment on each other's work. 

The deadline for submitting your manuscript has been moved to June 1. There's still time to take advantage of this unique opportunity to get the input of professionals who understand what it takes to get published.

For those considering signing up for the class but who may be intimidated by the thought of exposing their work to others' critiques, listen to what previous participant Susan Fish of Waterloo, Ont. says. "The fiction intensive continuing class is the very best aspect of Write! Canada! Because we had read each other's work before the conference, and spent considerable time discussing each piece of writing, we got to know one another very quickly. I found the instructor and my colleagues to be very helpful in developing what I had brought. They were not afraid to make suggestions, to teach techniques, and to offer resources -- but we interacted in a kind and caring way."

Susan adds, "One of my colleagues became a trusted writing partner after the conference, while another actually founded a publishing company -- and published the work I had brought to the workshop. I found this experience to be practical and inspiring, and it helped me to learn and grow as a writer. You can go to many conferences and listen, but this class offers a unique opportunity for writers to actually participate."

"We were all invigorated by the experience. I highly recommend this class to any fiction writer," Susan urges.

"This class is a great way to learn our apprenticeship in fiction, and it helps participants move closer to the goal of excellence. I signed up again this year!," commented Janet Sketchly of Truro, Nova Scotia, who also was part of the fiction intensive class the first time it was offered at Write! Canada in 2003. "

"It offers a safe environment to give and receive feedback on our writing projects. Participants gave their critiques in an honest yet supportive manner, talking about what works as well as what doesn't. Our instructor helped us see and learn to avoid common writing pitfalls."

Registrants for this class need to understand the basics of fiction writing. They should either have attended other fiction writing workshops, or had several articles or other fiction or nonfiction pieces published. Beginners who have never been published and who are interested in learning how to write fiction should sign up for the continuing class "Writing the Short Story," taught by the award-winning writer Hugh Cook.

You may read biographical information about each of the instructors at the end of this release. Full details about the advanced fiction intensive class and the beginner short story class are at http://www.thewordguild.com/writecanada/classes.html.

In addition to five hours of in-depth instruction in your continuing class, you will choose four from 28 different workshops being offered at Write! Canada, on subjects ranging from the best ways to promote your work, to how to get started as a freelance writer.

Write! Canada offers opportunities for skills expansion, networking, sharing ideas and discovering new markets that you can't find anywhere else. You will meet agents, editors and publishers from the USA and Canada. You will find out the best ways to promote yourself and your work. You will be welcomed into a community of writers and editors who, as Christians, are committed to encouraging one another and to fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. Assume the integration of hospitality and good food and you are glimpsing the components that have made Write! Canada the premier event of its kind.

All this event needs is you! Register today at www.thewordguild.com. See you there!
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Media: For more information contact Write! Canada Coordinator Ann Brent, writerbrent [at] cogeco [dot] ca or 519-869-4313.

BACKGROUNDER #1

BIOGRAPHIES OF FICTION INTENSIVE INSTRUCTORS

ROSEMARY AUBERT

Rosemary Aubert is the award-winning author of the Ellis Portal series. Her mystery and romance novels have been published around the world. She has taught in Canada and the United States for over two decades and conducts workshops and classes at Loyalist College and in the School of Continuing Studies at the University of Toronto. Aubert is a two-time winner of the Arthur Ellis Award for crime fiction, a former senior editor at Harlequin Books, and a former deputy in the Ontario Superior Court of Justice.

JANICE DICK

Janice Dick's historical novels are entitled Calm Before the Storm (2002), Eye of the Storm (2003) and Out of the Storm (2004). She has written and edited Bible studies and Sunday School curriculum, children's fiction, devotionals and meditations, long fiction and book reviews. She is published in book form, magazines, newsletters and newspapers, and has done some mentoring. She has done readings and presentations from B.C. to Ontario. Dick, who lives with her husband in Saskatchewan, is a CTM Toastmaster, a distributor for Living Books, and librarian at her church.

LINDA HALL

Linda Hall, an award-winning author, enjoys a life filled with words and mystery — of the fictional sort, that is. She is the author of 11 novels, including the best-selling Margaret's Peace and the acclaimed and Christy-nominated Sadie's Song. Her newest mystery, Dark Water, features her sleuthing duo of Jake Rikker and May Williams, who operate a whale-watching boat as well as a private detective business. Hall has worked as a newspaper reporter and feature writer, and has taught fiction at the University of New Brunswick. She and her husband Rik make their home in Fredericton, New Brunswick, where she writes full time.

BACKGROUNDER #2

Write! Canada is designed to be a warm and supportive environment where participants from many backgrounds and religious experiences are united in their common love of God and of writing. Whether in the classroom or in informal conversation, the focus is on subjects that foster the pursuit of excellence in writing.

From 1984 to 2001, Faith Today magazine and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada organized this annual conference known as God Uses Ink. In 2001, The Word Guild was established and assumed responsibility for the conference. To mark the conference's twentieth anniversary, the name was changed to Write! Canada in 2004.

The fifth anniversary of the conference under the sponsorship of The Word Guild will be celebrated in Guelph, Ont., June 15 to 17, 2006. Keynote speaker is award-winning novelist, columnist, motivational speaker and co-founder of The Word Guild, N. J. Lindquist. Lindquist, who was presented with the Leading Women Award in Communications and Media earlier this year, will address the topic, "Finding the Courage to Answer God's Call."

The Word Guild's mandate is connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. Its desire is to impact Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers and editors with a Christian worldview.

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc.

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.
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