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Attention: News, Features, Lifestyle Editors

CHRISTIAN WRITERS POISED TO MOVE

INTO 'LARGER SPHERE OF GOOD CANADIAN WRITING'

GUELPH, ON—This may well be the year during which Christian writers "come into their own in the larger sphere of good Canadian writing," according to parliamentary journalist and author, Lloyd Mackey. Mackey made the comment in the midst of Write! Canada, a three-day conference for Christian writers, editors and publishers held June 15-17 at Guelph Bible Conference Centre in Guelph, Ont.

Citing the fact it is the fifth year of operation for The Word Guild (the organization of Canadian writers and editors who are Christian that is responsible for staging the conference), Mackey noted a growing sense that people in the mainstream publishing community are beginning to see that, "there really is something going on in the Christian sphere that doesn't need to be isolated in a Christian ghetto."

"They feel that we're trying to understand them," Mackey added, "and to help them understand us."

Mackey's observations were made at the end of a jam-packed week of promotion for Canadian writers who are Christian. For the first time, The Word Guild took exhibit space at Book Expo, the mainstream book publishing convention in Toronto, and hosted a black-tie Awards Gala to honour the best writers.

Book Expo—a national trade show not open to the public—attracts hundreds of publishers, editors, literary agents, authors, librarians and retail staff from independent bookstores and Chapters/Indigo branches. 

At the same time that celebrities such as author Margaret Atwood and TV-show home renovator Mike Holmes drew long queues for book signings, The Word Guild booth attracted steady traffic for signings by Christian authors such as Lloyd Mackey, Linda Hall, Keith Clemons, Margaret and Blake Davidson, Paul Beckingham, Dr. Jean Chamberlain Froese and N. J. Lindquist. Other Christian authors did signings at their publishers' booths, including Angelina Fast-Vlaar and Deborah Gyapong.

"Part of The Word Guild's mandate is to increase public awareness and support for our writers. We were delighted with the interest shown in our authors by public and school librarians, as well as by booksellers. We made a number of good contacts, and many people told us how glad they were to see us there,” said N. J. Lindquist, executive director of The Word Guild.

At Book Expo, The Word Guild launched its new Authors' Guide, a glossy, full-colour booklet that provides a one-of-a-kind tool for Canadian authors who are Christian to pool their resources and work together as a collective to promote their books.

“We wanted to get the message across to book retailers that Canadian writers who are Christian work in all genres of fiction and nonfiction; that we don't only write about faith and spirituality issues, we also write about humour, suspense and relationships; and that our work reflects positive values and appeals to a wide range of readers,” explained Sandra Reimer, who designed the guide.

In another sign that writing by Christians is being taken more seriously by the publishing industry, a panel discussing how religious faith impacts writing was filmed at Book Expo for later broadcast in the U.S. and Canada. It featured Canadian Christian authors Brian C. Stiller and Denyse O'Leary, and Marlene Coghlin from the Christian Booksellers Association Canada, all of whom have close ties with The Word Guild.

The same week, The Word Guild debuted its Awards Gala. In order to attract more public participation and media attention, for the first time the awards presentation was separated from the Write! Canada conference and moved to the Greater Toronto area. 

More than 250 people—many dressed in tuxedos and gowns—filled the auditorium at World Vision Canada in Mississauga, Ont., to applaud the winners of 33 writing awards and the dynamic music and dance presentations, and to enjoy a reception. 

Lloyd Mackey, a pioneer in establishing Christian community newspapers, was presented with the Tarr Award for outstanding career achievement, as was recently retired Ottawa Citizen religion writer Bob Harvey. Marcia Lee Laycock of Ponoka, Alta., was named Best New Canadian Christian Author and secured a publishing contract from Castle Quay Books for her fiction manuscript One Smooth Stone.

Now in its fifth year of operation, The Word Guild consists of more than 275 professional and associate members. It aims to positively influence Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers and editors with a Christian worldview.

Describing the guild's leadership team as “pretty savvy,” Mackey said, “They knew it was going to take awhile,” to achieve their goal of impacting Canadian culture. But the time is right, he predicted, because building such influence “is a cumulative thing.”
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BACKGROUNDER

The Word Guild is a national association of Canadian writers and editors who are Christian, and who are committed to encouraging one another and fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. Its mandate is "connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian."

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc.

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.
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For comments, contact:

N. J. (Nancy) Lindquist, Executive Director, The Word Guild, email nancy [at] thewordguild [dot] com, phone 905-471-1447 during business hours.

Sandra Reimer, The Word Guild Leadership Team, email sandra [at] reimer-reason [dot] ca, phone 519-579-2662 during business hours.

