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NEWCOMERS AND VETERANS TOP THE WORD GUILD 2009 AWARDS
National writing awards highlight talents of Canadian authors, including poverty activists and a rugby-playing romance novelist

Toronto—A novel set during the Roman Empire and a series of articles from the anthology Hot Apple Cider were the most awarded publications at The Word Guild Canadian Christian Writing Awards this year. Awards were given in 30 independently judged categories, including non-fiction books, novels, articles, columns and poems published during 2008.

The novel Christianus Sum (Latin for “I am a Christian”) won awards in three categories – best suspense, romance and historical novel – for first-time author Shawn J. Pollett of Golden Valley, Ontario (near Parry Sound). He had already won free publishing in last year’s Word Alive Press manuscript competition. 

As Pollett received the awards, the burly, bearded former rugby player admitted his special surprise at the win in the “romance” category – he had not been aware his book had been entered in that category. 

“But I believe that a good love story, one that is pure and true, reflects the truth of God’s love for us,” Pollett explained. He also pointed out that the religious persecution experienced by the fictional characters in his story is still experienced today by Christians in many countries around the world. 

Two Toronto poverty activists were also multiple award winners. Tim Huff won for Bent Hope: A Street Journal (Castle Quay Books) and Greg Paul for The Twenty Piece Shuffle: Why the Poor and Rich Need Each Other (David C. Cook). Huff, a social activist who has worked for 20 years with homeless and marginalized youth and adults, won the general readership category and shared first place in the culture book category with Greg Paul. Paul, who founded the inner-city ministry Sanctuary, also won the Christian living book category.

Huff and Paul are friends. They received their awards on stage together and dedicated them in the name of friends who were surviving on the streets of Toronto during that night’s rainstorm. They explained that they had done some of their writing at the same time and given each other feedback and encouragement. Huff joked that he had ghost-written Paul’s book, to widespread laughter. 

Three articles from the best-selling inspirational anthology Hot Apple Cider (That’s Life! Communications) were also winners. Two awards went to “The Diamond Ring” by N. J. Lindquist of Markham, Ontario (inspirational and general readership categories) and the third went to “It Was Then That I Carried You,” by Angelina Fast-Vlaar of St. Catharines, Ontario (personal experience category). Both authors have previously published several books and won writing awards in previous years.
British Columbia is home for two multiple winners. Author and singer/songwriter Carolyn Arends of Surrey, B.C., who was shortlisted in five categories – the most of any writer this year – won two awards, in the category “Book – Life Stories” and for her columns in Christianity Today magazine. Her book is Wrestling with Angels: Adventures in Faith and Doubt (Harvest House Publishers). John H. Redekop of Abbotsford, B.C., won for his review “Is Punishment All Bad?” in the Mennonite Brethren Herald and tied for his short feature article “Buying Two Farms” in Stillwood, the First 50 Years 1958-2008.

“Thanks be to God for the gifts of language, meaning and spell-check,” said Arends in her mailed-in acceptance speech. Redekop, a veteran writer who was present at the ceremony, thanked God for the gift of words.

Donna Dawson of St. Marys, Ontario, author of the suspense thriller Vengeance (Word Alive Press) and a writing instructor at Fanshawe College in London, Ontario, won for best contemporary novel and best independently published fiction. 

The awards, along with several others, were announced at a public gala event June 17 in Mississauga, Ontario. Each included a cash prize. 

“The Awards Gala is the premier event honouring the work of Canadians who write from a Christian worldview,” explained Denise Rumble, the managing director of The Word Guild, the association that sponsors the awards. “We want to showcase examples of excellence, and to increase public awareness of the quality and variety of our homegrown writers.” 

The black-tie gala was hosted by Herbie Kuhn, popular speaker and in-house announcer for the Toronto Raptors basketball team. 

The complete list of winners, including several runner-up “awards of merit,” are shown below. The contest received a record number of 237 entries from writers in eight provinces.

The Word Guild also sponsors Canada’s largest Christian writers’ conference, Write! Canada (www.writecanada.org). After the gala, 250 writers, editors, agents and publishers were set to meet in Guelph, Ontario, from June 18 to 20 for professional development, networking and marketing opportunities.

Media: For photos or more information, contact The Word Guild’s Administrative Assistant Jeanette Duncan at 519-886-4196 or email info [at] thewordguild.com.
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ABOUT THE WORD GUILD 

CANADIAN CHRISTIAN WRITING AWARDS

The awards are sponsored by The Word Guild, a national association with the mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. Formerly known as The God Uses Ink Awards, these prizes have been awarded annually since 1988. The Word Guild assumed responsibility for them in 2002, revamping and expanding the program from its original eight categories to the current 34.

The contest is open to all writers who have Canadian citizenship or permanent resident status, and is not restricted to members of The Word Guild. Entrants are asked to affirm The Apostles’ Creed as a condition of acceptance. Opinions and viewpoints in the winning works represent the authors’ personal beliefs and are not necessarily endorsed by The Word Guild.

Although contest rules do not require an explicit affirmation of Christian belief within an entered piece of writing, judges looked for an underlying expression of Christian worldview. Entries were judged according to excellence of writing; impact (the inspirational or informational value making it worthwhile); fulfillment of stated purpose; suitability to target audience; originality and freshness of style. 

Businesses, organizations or individuals who would like to provide concrete support and encouragement to Canadian writers who are Christian are welcome to inquire about the benefits of awards sponsorships. Charitable tax receipts are available. Sponsorship opportunities may be seen at http://www.thewordguild.com/contestsawards/awardssponsorship.html.

PART TWO

LIST OF WINNERS

THE WORD GUILD 2009 CANADIAN CHRISTIAN WRITING AWARDS

Books

Book—Biblical Studies

Winner: Andrew T. Hawkins of Chatham, Ont. for Whispers that Delight: Building a Listening-Centered Prayer Life (Word Alive Press)

Award of Merit: Allan Descheneau of Ottawa, Ont. for Letters from Jesus (independently published)

Book—Children

Winner: Connie Brummel Crook of Peterborough, Ont. for Mary’s Way: Finding a Home in Upper Canada (Scholastic Canada Ltd.)

Book—Christian Living
Winner: Greg Paul of Toronto, Ont. for The Twenty Piece Shuffle: why the poor and rich need each other (David C. Cook)

Award of Merit: Carolyn Arends of Surrey, B.C. for Wrestling with Angels: Adventures in Faith and Doubt (Harvest House Publishers)

Award of Merit: Tim Huff of Toronto, Ont. for Bent Hope: a street journal (Castle Quay Books)

Book—Culture

Winner - Tie: Tim Huff of Toronto, Ont. for Bent Hope: a street journal (Castle Quay Books)

Winner - Tie: Greg Paul of Toronto, Ont. for The Twenty Piece Shuffle: Why the poor and rich need each other (David C. Cook)

Book—General Readership

Winner: Tim Huff of Toronto, Ont. for Bent Hope: a street journal (Castle Quay Books)

Book—Independently Published Non-fiction
Winner: Alvin G. Ens of Abbotsford, B.C. for A Kingdom Kite (Ensa Publishing)

Award of Merit: Peter Slofstra of Courtice, Ont. for In Tandem: a sea to sea cycling odyssey (Essence Publishing)

Book—Leadership/Theoretical

Winner: Robert E. VanderVennen of Toronto, Ont. for A University for the People: A History of the Institute for Christian Studies (Dordt College Press)

Award of Merit: John G. Stackhouse, Jr. of North Vancouver, B.C. for Making the Best of It: Following Christ in the Real World (Oxford University Press)

Book—Life Stories
Winner: Carolyn Arends of Surrey, B.C. for Wrestling with Angels: Adventures in Faith and Doubt (Harvest House Publishers)

Book—Relationships
Winner: Fay Rowe of London, Ont. for Keepers of the Testimony (Word Alive Press)

Book—Special

Winner - Tie: D. S. Martin of Brampton, Ont. for Poiema  (Wipf and Stock Publishers)

Winner - Tie: Barbara Colebrook Peace of Victoria, B.C. for Duet for Wings and Earth (Sono Nis Press)

Book—Young Adult
Winner: Beverley Boissery of Vancouver, B.C. for Sophie's Exile (Dundurn Press Ltd.)

Novel—Contemporary

Winner: Donna Dawson of St. Marys, Ont. for Vengeance (Word Alive Press) 

Novel—Historical

Winner: Shawn J. Pollett of Golden Valley, Ont. for Christianus Sum (Word Alive Press)
Novel—Futuristic

Winner: Richard Allen Wunderlich of Salmon Arm, B.C. for Tomorrow’s Paper (OakTara Publishers)

Novel—Independently Published Fiction

Winner: Donna Dawson of St. Marys, Ont. for Vengeance (Word Alive Press) 

Novel—Mystery/Suspense

Winner: Shawn J. Pollett of Golden Valley, Ont. for Christianus Sum (Word Alive Press)

Novel—Romance

Winner: Shawn J. Pollett of Golden Valley, Ont. for Christianus Sum (Word Alive Press)
Article, Poetry, Song Lyric & Script Categories

Article—General Readership (articles that explain or encourage faith for mainstream readers)

Winner: N. J. Lindquist of Markham, Ont. for “The Diamond Ring” (Hot Apple Cider Anthology)

Article—Inspirational/Devotional

Winner: N. J. Lindquist of Markham, Ont. for “The Diamond Ring” (Hot Apple Cider Anthology)

Award of Merit: N. J. Lindquist of Markham, Ont. for “My Letter to the Editor” (Hot Apple Cider Anthology)

Article—Long Feature

Winner: Ross Muir of Waterloo, Ont. for “Caring for the Least of These” (Canadian Mennonite)

Article—News 

Winner: Kristine Kruszelnicki of Kanata, Ont. for “Christians mourn twenty years of no abortion law” (ChristianWeek)

Award of Merit: Debra Fieguth of Kingston, Ont. for “Video Tells of Missionary Abuse” (Faith Today)

Article—Personal Experience
Winner: Angelina Fast-Vlaar of St. Catharines, Ont. for “It Was Then That I Carried You” (Hot Apple Cider Anthology)

Article—Profile/Human Interest

Winner: Dorothy Isted of Invermere, B.C. for “Doris and Borge Langerud's missionary life” (The Columbia Valley Pioneer)

Award of Merit: Eleanor Shepherd of Pointe Claire, Que. for “Living Outside Our Comfort Zones” (Hot Apple Cider Anthology)

Article—Review

Winner: John H. Redekop of Abbotsford, B.C. for “Is punishment all bad?” (Mennonite Brethren Herald)

Article—Short Feature

Winner – Tie: Paul M. Beckingham of Vancouver, B.C. for “Christian “Oughtism”” (Tidings)

Winner – Tie: John H. Redekop of Abbotsford, B.C. for “Buying Two Farms” (Stillwood, the First 50 Years 1958-2008)

Column/Editorial/First Person Essay (single)

Winner: Thomas Froese of Ancaster, Ont. for “God is not a black woman.” Or is She?” (ChristianWeek)

Column/Editorial/First Person Essay (series)

Winner: Carolyn Arends of Surrey, B.C. for “Theology in Aisle 7” & “Our Shalom Vocation” (Christianity Today)
Award of Merit: James Beverley of Pickering, Ont. for Religion Watch: “World Watches Revival” & “The Bentley Challenge” (Faith Today)

Poetry

Winner: Marcia Lee Laycock of Blackfalds, Alta. for “Dying to Live” (Utmost Christian Writers)

Award of Merit: Lori Wiens-MacDonald of Courtice, Ont. for “In My Father’s Field” (Canadian Adventist Messenger)

Short Story

Winner: Rob Alloway of Toronto, Ont. for “Refiner’s Ashes” (The Left Hand of God)

Song Lyrics

Winner: Marianne Novoselac of Mississauga, Ont. for “God Can” (Gaither Studios)

Award of Merit: Colleen Taylor of Duval, Sask. for “Child of my Heart” (independently recorded)

No awards were presented this year in the following categories: Article – Children/Young Adult; Book—Apologetics/Evangelism; and Book—Instructional. No entries were received in the category Scripts and Screenplays.

Note: Because The Word Guild facilitated the purchase of the 30,000 copies of Hot Apple Cider that were donated to World Vision Canada's Girls Night Out events by its authors, That's Life! Communications, the anthology's publisher, chose not to enter Hot Apple Cider in any book categories. Individual contributors were free to enter their chapters in appropriate categories.
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