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SEVEN NOVICE WRITERS AWARDED PRIZES

The Word Guild rewards writing excellence by never-before-published authors in its 2009 God Uses Ink writing awards.

Guelph, Ontario—Seven novice Canadian writers take prizes in The Word Guild’s God Uses Ink Novice Writing Awards, which recognizes the talents of aspiring writers who have never been published.  Awards are given in three age groups—14 to 19, 20 to 29 and 30-plus. 

The first prize in each division—free registration to Write! Canada, Canada’s largest Christian writers’ conference—is worth nearly $400. Esther DeMol of Alma, Ontario, won first prize in the 14 to 19 category, while Rikki Ratliff of Hamilton, Ontario came first in the age 20 to 29 category. Ruth Snyder of Glendon, Alberta, won the 30-plus age group. 

“Celebrating God's Blessings: Past, Present and Future” was the topic for this year’s contest, coinciding with the theme of the 2009 Write! Canada conference to be held in Guelph from June 18 to 20. Entries could be submitted in fiction, non-fiction or poetry. 

“There were so many excellent entries this year,” observes judge Dorene Meyer, award-winning author, mentor and college instructor from Norway House, Manitoba. Fellow judge Marcia Laycock, an award-winning novelist and speaker from Blackfalds, Alberta, comments, “Judging this year's entries was both a pleasure and a challenge. To read so many great stories from across Canada was a wonderful experience and a great privilege, but to choose the top three was indeed difficult.”
 

Meyer explains, “The entries reflected the wide range of writing that is present across Canada and the wonderful diversity we have in the church of God. There were many inspiring and moving stories that reflected God's blessings to us in the past, present and future. It is my sincere hope that each of these fine writers will continue to pursue developing their craft, and I hope to see many of them at Write! Canada this year!”  

There were 48 entries in this year’s novice contest, the highest number since the contest began in 2002. 

Following is the list of winners:

Winners Ages 14-19

First prize: free registration to Write! Canada 

Esther DeMol of Alma, Ontario, for “Daisy Petals”

Second prize: $100 gift certificate

Stephanie Ford of Minnedosa, Manitoba, for “Roses of Blessing”
Third Prize: $50 gift certificate

R.D. Korvemaker of Wyoming, Ontario, for “God’s Reason Why”

Winner Ages 20-29

First prize: free registration to Write! Canada

Rikki Ratliff of Hamilton, Ontario for “It’s in the Details”

No second or third prize was given.

Winners Ages 30-plus 

First prize: free registration to Write! Canada 

Ruth Snyder of Glendon, Alberta, for “Gifts from a Loving God”

Second prize: $100 gift certificate 

Nikki Rottenberg of Dundas, Ontario, for “Faith in the Journey”

Third prize: $50 gift certificate

Ruth Williams of Guelph, Ontario, for “Sober Blessings for Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow”

The awards are sponsored by The Word Guild, whose membership consists of more than 340 writers and editors across Canada who write from a Christian perspective and publish work in a variety of genres. For more information, see www.thewordguild.com.

BACKGROUND

The Word Guild created the God Uses Ink contest in 2002 to provide encouragement and concrete help for novice writers. Independent judges who are experienced writers evaluate the entries and provide written critiques to help entrants improve their writing. Prizes are awarded only if manuscripts meet specific criteria of excellence.  

Gift certificates for second and third prizes may be applied toward registration for Write! Canada, one-day conferences in other locations, or membership in The Word Guild. 

Sponsorships for the God Uses Ink awards are available at a cost of $500 per age division. These sponsorships are an excellent opportunity for educational institutions, organizations, businesses or individuals to give tangible encouragement to young or beginning writers who are Christian. Charitable tax receipts area available. Details about sponsor benefits and packages may be obtained at http://www.thewordguild.com/contestsawards/index.html, or by telephoning 519–886-4196. 
