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	WRITE! SASKATOON: A WRITER OF INFLUENCE—WHO ME?

 

Local Christian writers' conference empowers writers with the encouragement that we are all writers of influence when we allow God to use our gifts according to His will.
SASKATOON, SK –​​ Forty-eight writers from the Saskatoon area and beyond gathered for the Write! Saskatoon writers’ conference on April 26, a conference sponsored by The Word Guild.

How can one hope to become a writer of influence in this age when “of the making of many books there is no end”? 

Plenary speaker Marcia Lee Laycock, a published author and editor from Alberta, told conference attendees that all our written words can have influence and the potential to accomplish amazing things. Our part is to be obedient in using the gift God has given, allowing God to use our work in His plan. It is up to us to hone our skills and to continue to learn and connect with other writers. “This is hard work,” said Marcia, “but God commands us to ‘be strong and courageous...for the Lord Himself goes before you.’ ”

Marcia also addressed the issue of balancing assertiveness with humility, The Longing for Greatness. “There is nothing significant in shrinking so others don’t feel uncomfortable with us,” but as we write and promote, we must always be mindful of the fact that all we have and are is from God.

Workshop sessions throughout the day gave attendees several options. Marcia Lee Laycock presented a workshop on devotional and inspirational writing. Calgary poet Susan Plett presented two workshops, one on poetry and the other on “freefall writing.” Janice Dick, award-winning author of three historical novels, presented a two-part presentation on fiction writing:  “The Writing and The Selling.” The Write! Saskatoon conference provided both the inspiration and the practical teaching needed to follow God's call to write. 

In addition to the workshop sessions, the day offered opportunities for the writers to share their work at several open reading sessions, to develop friendships, and to purchase writing resources.  

Event coordinator, Caroline Vanee, ensured that the event ran smoothly, with the help of the Write! Saskatoon committee:  Cathy Langdon, Ruth Keighley, Janice Dick, Joy Bailey, and other volunteers. The committee would also like to acknowledge Denise Rumble, TWG Event Coordinator, for her guidance and help.

One attendee described the conference as “warm, comfortable and professional.” Another spoke of having received “lots of encouragement.” And yet another said, “I am going out with so much more than I came with.” The conference was “well presented and well organized” and featured “intelligent, informed speakers.”

 

	BACKGROUND
Marcia Lee Laycock is a published author and editor, who has written for Christian magazines and newspapers in the U.S. and Canada. Her short stories, articles and poetry have won awards in both countries and have been broadcast on CBC radio. She teaches writing courses, is a frequent speaker, and serves on the executive of Inscribe Christian Writers’ Fellowship. Among her published books are The Spur of the Moment, Focused Reflections, and winner of the The Word Guild’s Best New Canadian Author contest of 2006, One Smooth Stone. Marcia lives with her pastor husband in central Alberta. They are parents of three grown children.

Janice Dick is an award-winning Canadian author from the Saskatchewan prairies. She has written an historical fiction trilogy as well as inspirational and informative articles, short children’s stories, books reviews and devotionals. She is a member of His Imprint, Inscribe Christian Writers Fellowship, The Word Guild and American Christian Fiction Writers, and is an AC Bronze Toastmaster. Janice loves to share what she has learned about writing with those who are also on the journey.

Susan Plett of Calgary, Alberta, is a stay-at-home mom who has been writing poetry for more than five years. Her poetry has appeared in FreeFall, Time of Singing, Literary Potpourri, A Night to Remember, The Penwood Review, and online with the Utmost Christian Writers.

The Word Guild is an association of more than 325 members with the mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. Its objective is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers, editors and speakers with a Christian worldview.
 

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc. Membership benefits include discounted rates for Write! Canada.
 

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.
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