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WRITERS SHARE MORE THAN A STORY AT WRITE! CANADA

Writers and editors gathered from across Canada to be a part of Write! Canada 2008, a conference sponsored by The Word Guild, the largest Canadian organization for writers and editors who are Christian.
Guelph, Ontario—June 12 to 14 marked a significant time for many Canadian writers and editors who gathered at the 24th annual writers’ conference in Guelph, the seventh under the leadership of The Word Guild. Novice to advanced writers learned invaluable information from a stellar lineup of instructors, following the theme, "Tracing My Journey: Canadian Writers Share Their Stories."

Write! Canada was filled with opportunities to learn skills and insider advantages in fiction and nonfiction writing for books, magazines, newspapers, speaking, and film. Publishers, editors, and experienced writers were on hand for each attendee to consult one-on-one. The three-day symposium offered a unique experience for 220 individuals from various denominational backgrounds to come together and share their love of the written word.

Three award-winning authors spoke at the plenary sessions: romance novelist Carolyne Aarsen, journalist and science writer Denyse O'Leary and historical novelist and winner of the Leslie K. Tarr Award for Career Achievement, Connie Brummel Crook. Confessing personal and professional trials, these speakers shared the journeys that brought them to this point in their lives, hinting that they have not "arrived" but continue on their journey.

"Persevere, enjoy what you're doing. Respect what you're writing, if not from others, for yourself," says Carolyne Aarsen, the author of 25 books. She is happy that she has become more relaxed in her field, and encourages writers to be honest and connect with their readers.

Connie Brummel Crook admits falling into her writing career quite by accident, initially writing stories as a teacher to keep her students engaged in reading and in the history of Canada. It was not until after her retirement as a teacher that she published her first novel, proving the writing journey can begin any stage in life. Crook's historical novels and picture books are woven from the elements of truth of the Canadian heritage she holds dear. 

Complementing that, Denyse O'Leary believes that every writer and journalist “…should learn not to be afraid. All the best things and all the worst things happen eventually if you live long enough, but the worrying you do in advance is extra."

And what of the next generation of writers? God Uses Ink Novice Contest 2008 winner, Michael Vander Meer tied for first place with Sarah Wardroper in the 14- to 19-year-old age category, for his article on the difficulties of reverse culture shock when returning to Canada after living in Uganda, Africa, for many years. He hopes his article will help people understand what missionary families, especially the children, undergo when moving from one culture to another. That's quite a message from an 18-year-old, but that's how this young writer shared, not just a story, but his journey.

BACKGROUND

Write! Canada is designed to be a warm and supportive environment where participants from many backgrounds and Christian traditions are united in their common love of God and of writing. Whether in the classroom or in informal conversation, the focus is on subjects that foster the pursuit of excellence in writing.

From 1984 to 2001, Faith Today magazine and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada organized this annual conference, known as God Uses Ink. In 2001, The Word Guild was established and assumed responsibility for the conference, starting with the 2002 event. To mark the conference's 20th anniversary, the name was changed to Write! Canada in 2004. The conference’s 25th anniversary will be celebrated from June 18 to 20, 2009 in a special reunion event.

The Word Guild is an association of more than 325 Canadian writers and editors who are Christian, and who are committed to encouraging one another and fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. Its mandate is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers and editors with a Christian worldview.

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc. Membership benefits include discounted rates for Write! Canada.

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.
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