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AUTHORS: LEARN HOW TO MARKET YOUR BOOKS AT WRITE! CANADA

Think all you have to do is write a book and the publisher will do the rest? Think again.

TORONTO—The author development track at Write! Canada, June 12-14th, in Guelph Ontario, will provide essential tools for authors who are serious about advancing their careers. 
N. J. Lindquist, founder of The Word Guild writers’ association that sponsors the conference, says, “Anyone who thinks that all you have to do is write a book and let the publisher do the rest of the work is living in fantasyland!” Using a baseball analogy, she says that a professional ball player needs to know how to hit, run, pitch and throw. Just being good in one area is never enough. Similarly, an author may have a wonderfully written book, but without the tools to get that book noticed by editors, booksellers, and readers, the book likely won’t be read by many people. 
Teresa Evenson, an experienced American publicist who specializes in equipping and training authors to pitch their work, will quarterback the track for writers who have  published or contracted books, or who have manuscripts that have been perfected and are ready to market. Evenson will teach a five-hour continuing class on how to develop a  "hook" that will grab the attention of agents, publishers, and readers.
Eric Spath and N. J. Lindquist will support Evenson with three 75-minute workshops. Spath, who has 18 years experience in marketing and event development, will present the steps required for an author to create a dynamic speaking event, so that he or she can actively develop bookings rather than wait for invitations.

Lindquist will lead two workshop, one on the importance of book cover design for those who are considering self-publishing, and the second titled “Get Your Book Noticed in Canada.” 

Sara Davison of Guelph, Ontario, is a finalist in the Best New Canadian Author category of The Word Guild’s annual writing awards, with her still unpublished novel, Unbroken. Sara attended her first conference in 2003, and learned a great deal. In 2007, she returned with a book manuscript, and learned what to do to revise it. This year, as a finalist for the Best New Canadian Author Award, Sara is going back to Write! Canada “to continue to learn the craft of writing, the art of handling rejection and criticism gracefully, and what motivates others to carry on in a profession that demands so much and can return so little. I am especially interested this year in learning what it takes to turn a pile of paper into a marketable, saleable product.”

At this, Canada’s largest Christian writers’ conference, registrants from beginner to advanced will meet experts from mainstream and Christian book publishing, consumer and church press magazines, newspapers, film, television, radio and new media. They can sharpen their skills, advance their careers, connect with publishers, and rub shoulders with some of the most outstanding people in Christian publishing today.

For more information and to register online, go to www.thewordguild.com. Discounts are available for full-time students and members of The Word Guild.

Media: For photos or more information, contact The Word Guild's projects coordinator, Jane Twohey, at jane [at] thewordguild [dot] com or telephone The Word Guild’s administrative assistant, Jeanette Duncan, at 519-886-4196.

BACKGROUND

Write! Canada is designed to be a warm and supportive environment where participants from many backgrounds and Christian traditions are united in their common love of God and of writing. Whether in the classroom or in informal conversation, the focus is on subjects that foster the pursuit of excellence in writing.

From 1984 to 2001, Faith Today magazine and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada organized this annual conference, known as God Uses Ink. In 2001, The Word Guild was established and assumed responsibility for the conference, starting with the 2002 event. To mark the conference's 20th anniversary, the name was changed to Write! Canada in 2004. The conference’s 25th anniversary will be celebrated from June 18 to 20, 2009 in a special reunion event.

The Word Guild is an association of more than 325 Canadian writers and editors who are Christian, and who are committed to encouraging one another and fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. Its mandate is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers and editors with a Christian worldview.

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc. Membership benefits include discounted rates for Write! Canada.

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.

