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THE WORD GUILD APPOINTS NEW WRITE! CANADA COORDINATOR

TORONTO—The Word Guild is pleased to announce the appointment of Ruth Sowpel as the coordinator for Write! Canada, Canada’s largest writers’ conference for Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. 
Ruth is no stranger to leadership, organization and administration. For many years she worked for the Royal Bank of Canada, but in her spare time she worked with children and youth and single adult ministries in the church.

She started a junior high program when this was a new concept, and for many years ran summer camp programs and youth retreats for the Russian Evangelistic Baptist Union in Canada. 

In 1993 she travelled to Belarus (formerly in the Soviet Union) where she helped to organize children’s and youth camps each summer from 1993 to 1996. From 1997 to 2002 she worked full-time for the Belarus Baptist Union, training young men and women in children’s and youth ministries, including the developing and running of summer camps. 

Since 2002 she has been back in Canada, working again as an administrative assistant while continuing to assist ministries in Belarus by fundraising, and shipping needed supplies and clothes. 

An avid reader, she says, “Reading is one of my great loves. Books have played a great role in my own personal growth and development as well as being a resource for the many aspects of children’s and youth ministries. I also love reading fictional historical novels.”

Ruth will work alongside co-directors N. J. Lindquist and Wendy Nelles.

Former Write! Canada coordinator, Jane Twohey, will now be able to focus on her position as Contest Coordinator.

BACKGROUND

Write! Canada is designed to be a warm and supportive environment where participants from many backgrounds and Christian traditions are united in their common love of God and of writing. Whether in the classroom or in informal conversation, the focus is on subjects that foster the pursuit of excellence in writing.

From 1984 to 2001, Faith Today magazine and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada organized this annual conference, known as God Uses Ink. In 2001, The Word Guild was established and assumed responsibility for the conference, starting with the 2002 event. To mark the conference's 20th anniversary, the name was changed to Write! Canada in 2004. The conference’s 25th anniversary will be celebrated from June 18 to 20, 2009 in a special reunion event.

The Word Guild is an association of more than 325 Canadian writers and editors who are Christian, and who are committed to encouraging one another and fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. Its mandate is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers and editors with a Christian worldview.

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc. Membership benefits include discounted rates for Write! Canada. Membership is open to anyone who can affirm the Apostles’ Creed.

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.

