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REVISED RELEASE
Founder Of L’Arche, Host Of Listen Up, Author Of The Shack Among Those Shortlisted For The Word Guild Awards

Toronto, Ontario – The Word Guild Canadian Christian Writing Awards Gala will take place on June 11 at World Vision headquarters in Mississauga, Ontario. The Gala is the premier event honouring the work of Canadian writers who are Christian. The 30 award categories include the best non-fiction books, novels, articles, columns, poems, scripts and song lyrics written by Canadian citizens or permanent residents who affirm The Apostles’ Creed.

This year’s contestants include some of Canada’s best-known Christian writers, including Jean Vanier (founder of L’Arche), Lorna Dueck (TV host of Listen Up), James Houston, Mark Buchanan, Bruxy Cavey, Jim Cantelon, John Redekop, Grace Fox and Linda Hall. William P. Young, a missionary kid who was born in Grande Prairie, Alberta and now lives in Oregon, is shortlisted in the contemporary novel category for his book, The Shack. When no Christian or mainstream publisher would publish his manuscript, Young’s friends formed a publishing company and released the novel in May 2007. It is now a bestseller with more than 500,000 books in print.

Journalist and columnist Thomas Froese, who works out of Uganda for most of the year, is shortlisted five times, as is journalist Jennifer Green of the Ottawa Citizen. Faith Today published four shortlisted articles. The magazine Childview/Enfants du monde, produced by World Vision Canada, has six articles in the running for prizes, by writers Nicolette Beharie, Peter Harris, Karen Homer, Karen Stiller and Robert Vesleno. The book The Spiritual Brain (HarperCollins) by Denyse O’Leary of Toronto and Mario Beauregard of Montreal is shortlisted in three categories.

Winners of The Word Guild Writing Awards will be presented with a cash prize, a certificate and a specially designed lapel pin to mark their achievements.

The Awards Gala will be hosted by Herbie Kuhn, popular speaker and in-house announcer for the Toronto Raptors basketball team. The Gala will include a reception, book signings, and the formal launch of Hot Apple Cider, an anthology featuring 30 Canadian authors who are Christian, as well as the presentation of three other awards: the Best New Canadian Author Award, sponsored by Castle Quay Books, for an unpublished book manuscript; the Leslie K. Tarr Award for career achievement, sponsored by Tyndale University College and Seminary; and the Partnership Award, which recognizes individuals or organizations who have offered exceptional support and encouragement to Canadian writers and editors who are Christian and is sponsored by The Word Guild. 

“The whole purpose of our writing contests and Awards Gala is to showcase examples of excellence, and to increase public awareness of the variety and quality of writing by Canadians who are Christian,” commented Wendy Elaine Nelles, co-founder of The Word Guild, the association that sponsors the contest.

In all, there were 225 entries from writers in eight provinces. 

The Gala will be held on Wednesday, June 11 at 7:30 p.m. at World Vision Canada, 1 World Drive, Mississauga, Ontario. The public is welcome to attend. Tickets may be ordered through TicketWindow.ca or by phone at 1-877-700-3130. Tickets are $12 in advance, or $15 at the door. 

Award sponsorships are still available. Any business, organization or individual who would like to provide concrete support and encouragement to Canadian writers who are Christian is welcome to inquire about sponsorship benefits. Charitable tax receipts are available. Sponsorship opportunities may be seen at http://www.thewordguild.com/contestsawards/awardssponsorship.html.

You can see the complete shortlist of finalists for The Word Guild 2008 Writing Awards at http://www.thewordguild.com/contestsawards/twgawardsshortlist.html#shortlist.
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