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LOCAL WRITER WINS NATIONAL WRITING AWARD
The Word Guild’s black-tie gala marked the twentieth annual awards ceremony recognizing the best writing by Canadian Christian writers. Winners from across Canada received enthusiastic applause from an audience of approximately 250 people.
YOUR TOWN—Jane Smith of Cedar Street in Kingston has won a national writing award for her autobiographical book The Secrets of My Life. 

Smith, who teaches English at Sir John A. MacDonald High School, has received the Mayor’s Medal for her volunteer work with local youth at the Chillout Drop-in Centre. A graduate of Queens University, Smith is active at First Baptist Church, Main Street, where she is chair of the board and leads the choir.

Smith’s book, which traces her experience growing up in a family of 13 children in an isolated community in northern Saskatchewan, won/received an Award of Merit in/ the Best Life Stories book category. 
A packed house celebrated the 2008 Canadian Christian Writing Awards at World Vision headquarters in Mississauga, Ont. in mid-June, with 38 winners in 31 categories, chosen from more than 230 entries. Herbie Kuhn, the in-house announcer for the Toronto Raptors, skillfully emceed the evening and Canadian singer/songwriter Jacob Moon provided musical entertainment. 
The awards recognize the best non-fiction books, novels, articles, columns, poems, scripts and song lyrics written by Canadian citizens or permanent residents who affirm The Apostles’ Creed. Writers from eight provinces entered the competition.

“I feel very honoured to have won this award,” Smith said. “Many readers have told me that The Secrets of My Life helped them cope with their own struggles with dyslexia, so it’s wonderful to receive this national recognition for the 10 years I worked on my book.” 

The Gala featured a reception and the formal launch of Hot Apple Cider, an anthology featuring 30 Canadian authors who are Christian. 

High-profile winners in the book categories included Bruxy Cavey, teaching pastor of The Meeting House in Oakville, Ontario, for The End of Religion; founder of L’Arche, Jean Vanier of Trosly-Breuil, France, for Our Life Together: A Memoir in Letters; and Canadian-born William P. Young of Gresham, Oregon, for The Shack: Where Tragedy Confronts Eternity, for best contemporary novel. 

Kevin Dautremont, a physician from Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, won the 2008 Best New Canadian Christian Author Contest sponsored by Castle Quay Books Canada for his fiction manuscript, The Golden Conquest.

Connie Brummel Crook of Peterborough, Ontario, was awarded the Leslie K. Tarr Award for career achievement for her nine young adult novels and three children’s picture books that portray Canadian history and are widely used in public school classrooms and libraries. 

The Partnership Award was presented to the arts organization Imago, for its invaluable assistance in helping The Word Guild to get established during its first six years of operation. 

The Word Guild, the association that sponsors the contest, has a membership of more than 325 writers and editors across Canada who write from a Christian perspective and publish work in a variety of genres.

You can see the complete list of winners for The Word Guild 2008 Writing Awards at www.thewordguild.com/contestsawards/2008winners.html.
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Photos taken at the Gala are available for many of the winners.

BACKGROUND – THE WORD GUILD WRITING AWARDS

The awards are sponsored by The Word Guild, a national association with the mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. Formerly known as The God Uses Ink Awards, these writing prizes have been awarded annually since 1988. The Word Guild assumed responsibility for the awards in 2002, revamping and expanding the program.

The Word Guild contests are open to all eligible writers who have Canadian citizenship or permanent resident status, and are not restricted to members of The Word Guild. All entrants are asked to affirm The Apostles' Creed as a condition of acceptance in the contest. The opinions and viewpoints expressed in the shortlisted and winning works represent the authors' personal beliefs and are not necessarily endorsed by The Word Guild. For more information, see www.thewordguild.com.

