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NOVICE WRITERS OF ALL AGES CAN WIN PRIZES 
TORONTO—Never before published Canadian writers who are Christian, including teenagers and young adults, can win prizes in The God Uses Ink Novice Writing contest. First prize winners will receive free registration to attend Write! Canada, Canada's largest Christian writers’ conference, a value of nearly $400.

The topic for this year's contest is "Tracing My Journey: Canadian writers share their stories," the theme of  the 2008 Write! Canada  conference to be held in Guelph, Ont. from June 12 to 14.

Contest submissions can be in any writing format, including short stories, poems and nonfiction articles. Independent judges who are experienced writers and editors will evaluate the entries and provide helpful feedback. 

The Word Guild created the contest in 2002 to provide encouragement and recognition of aspiring writers who have never been paid for a piece of writing. Prizes are available in three age categories: teenagers (ages 14 to 19); young adults (ages 20 to 29); and adults age 30 and over. Gift certificates for second and third prizes may be applied toward registration for Write! Canada, or toward membership in The Word Guild. 

Entries must be received by April 18, 2008.

See www.thewordguild.com/contestsawards/novicecontest.html for contest guidelines and entry form or telephone 519–886-4196 during business hours.
BACKGROUND

The Word Guild is an association of Canadian writers and editors who are Christian, committed to encouraging one another, and to fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. Its goal is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers and editors with a Christian worldview. The Word Guild’s more than  325 members across Canada range from beginner to professional. Members are journalists, business communicators, authors, poets, playwrights, novelists and more. They write for publications, charities, businesses, churches and for their own pleasure. 

For more information about The Word Guild, please visit www.thewordguild.com. 
