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CANADIAN WRITERS COMPETE FOR BEST NEW AUTHOR AWARD

Toronto—Five women and one man from four Canadian provinces are in the running to win the Best New Canadian Christian Author Contest. Two of the authors’ manuscripts are non-fiction; four are novels. 

The Best New Canadian Christian Author Award recognizes the most promising manuscript by a Canadian who writes from a Christian faith perspective, although the books don’t have to be directed only to a Christian audience. The winning author will be awarded a $1,000 prize or a $1,000 advance against royalties should Castle Quay Books Canada decide to publish the work.

The finalists are:
Dr. Kevin Dautrement of Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, for his historical novel, The Golden Conquest.

Sara Davison of Guelph, Ontario, for her contemporary novel, Unbroken.  

Joanna Mallory of Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, for her contemporary novel, Praying for the Enemy.

Jayne Self of Orangeville, Ontario, for her mystery novel, Caught Dead.  

Darilyn Ann Sephton of Winnipeg, Manitoba, for her inspirational book, The Surprising Truth in Chick Flicks
L. June Stevenson of Ajax, Ontario, for her memoir, Tracing Rainbows: Lessons Along the Way 

This is the sixth year that The Word Guild, a national association of Canadian writers and editors who are Christian, has collaborated with Castle Quay Books Canada to offer this contest. In total, 12 men and 17 women from 18 different denominations, and from seven provinces, submitted 29 manuscripts ranging from roughly 30,000 to 135,000 words.  

Each manuscript was read and evaluated by two judges. This year’s non-fiction judges were Ray Wiseman, author of seven non-fiction books and one novel, and Gilbert Brandt, former editor and publisher. The fiction judges were Janice Dick, author of three novels, and N. J. Lindquist, author of seven novels and three non-fiction books. The winning manuscript will be chosen from the finalists by Castle Quay Books.

The 2008 winner will be announced on Wednesday, June 11, at 7:30 p.m. at The Word Guild Writing Awards Gala at World Vision headquarters, 1 World Drive, Mississauga, Ontario. The public is invited to attend the premier black-tie event honouring Canadian writers who are Christian, where awards will be presented for outstanding career achievement, and for the best books, articles, poems, scripts and song lyrics published in 2007. 

This annual competition is open to any Canadian citizen or permanent resident who affirms the Apostles' Creed and has never had a book published by a royalty-paying publisher.

Visit www.thewordguild.com for details about obtaining tickets for the Gala.

The 2007 winner was Alison Mary Sharpe of Renfrew, Ontario, for her nonfiction manuscript, A Drawer Full of Odd Socks: Biblical Meditations. Previous winners' books on the market include: One Smooth Stone, a contemporary novel by Marcia Lee Laycock of Ponoka, Alberta. The Defilers, a suspense novel by Deborah Gyapong of Ottawa; Seven Angels for Seven Days, an autobiographical work by Angelina Fast-Vlaar of St. Catharines, Ontario; and The Chicago Healer, a contemporary novel by Paul Boge of Winnipeg.

This contest is co-sponsored by The Word Guild, as part of its mandate to encourage excellence in Canadian writers who are Christian, by providing learning opportunities through writing contests, conferences, Internet discussion groups and critique services.
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Media: For more information, contact The Word Guild's Project Coordinator Jane Twohey at jane@thewordguild.com or call 519-886-4196; Larry N. Willard, Castle Quay Books Canada at lwillard@castlequaybooks.com or 416-573-3249.
BACKGROUND: THE WORD GUILD

The Word Guild is an association of more than 325 members with the mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. Its objective is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers, editors and speakers with a Christian worldview.

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional membership, for professional writers and editors; associate membership, for those who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate membership, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc. Membership benefits include discounted rates for Canada's largest Christian writers' conference, Write! Canada, June 12 to 14, in Guelph, Ontario.

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.
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