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	WRITE! SASKATOON ENCOURAGES WRITERS TO “GET TO KNOW THE WRITER IN YOU”

 

SASKATOON, SK – Forty-two writers from the Saskatoon area and beyond gathered for the first ever Write! Saskatoon writers conference on April 21.

The first step in getting to know the writers in you, according to workshop leader, N.J. Lindquist, is to examine where you are now. Where does writing fit into your life? We are all creative, suggested N.J., and we need to acknowledge our creativity as a gift from the Creator, and analyze our writing interests. Nancy offered many handouts that encouraged participants to bridge the gap from theory to practice:  a list of goals, both short and long term; an ongoing “to do” list; idea pages; assignment pages; action plans and more. She also discussed various kinds of writing and shared information on getting into print.

N.J. Lindquist is an award-winning author, speaker, and workshop leader. A former teacher who home-schooled all four of her sons, her vision led to the founding of The Word Guild in December of 2001. She has been the Executive Director since it began. (see backgrounder on The Word Guild). N.J. is the recipient of the 2006 Leading Women Award for Communications and Media. 

According to attendees, the conference “provided the affirmation I needed during a period of transition,” “it was very clarifying for all the steps and aspects of being a serious writer,”  “it provided a lot of useful information, tools and advice based on practical experience,” it offered “skills and tools for examining the heart of a writer and how to get started (realistically).” This conference was “most worthwhile – so practical. A full day of ‘how to’ teaching.” “Overall, I found the seminar to be very helpful at a personal level. And there were so many interesting people in various walks of life – praise the Lord!” “I am so glad that I was able to attend the first of what I believe will be a successful endeavor for the future.” “Is the spinach soup recipe available?!” 

The Write! Saskatoon conference provided both the inspiration and the practical teaching needed to follow God's call to write. In addition to the workshop sessions, Write! Saskatoon offered opportunities for the writers to share at tables during the sessions, to develop friendships, and to purchase writing resources.  Event coordinator, Joy Bailey, ensured that the event ran smoothly, with the help of the Write! Saskatoon committee:  Cathy Langdon, Ruth Keighley, Jan Dick, and other volunteers. The committee would also like to acknowledge Denise Rumble, TWG Event Coordinator, for her guidance and help.

Watch the web site www.thewordguild.com for announcements about the upcoming Write! Canada conference, to be held June 14 to 16, 2007 in Guelph. Ont., and about one-day writing conferences coming to a city near you.

 

	BACKGROUND: THE WORD GUILD
 

The Word Guild is an association of more than 270 members with the mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. Its objective is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers, editors and speakers with a Christian worldview.
 

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc. Membership benefits include discounted rates for Write! Canada.
 

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com or Phone: 905-294-6482.

	For more information about Write! Events contact: Denise Rumble at  events [at] thewordguild [dot] com.

	 


