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WRITE! CANADA DEMONSTRATED HOW TO TELL STORIES WITH SOUL 

Canada's largest conference for writers who are Christian offered instruction, inspiration, creative stimulation, and worshipful community.

Guelph, Ont.—Writers from nine Canadian provinces, including 11 from British Columbia and 10 from Manitoba, plus from five U.S. states and as far as Ghana, Africa, gathered in Guelph, Ont. in mid-June to take part in Write! Canada. 

Canada's largest Christian writers' conference attracted nearly 225 people for three jam-packed days of spiritual encouragement, professional development, networking, and marketing appointments with publishers, editors and agents to discuss article and book proposals.

Sam Bentil, the pastor of a 1500-member church in Accra, Ghana, learned about Write! Canada from a fellow African who discovered the conference on the Internet. He used money he needed for living expenses to fly to Canada, because, "I have the calling to go into writing, and I'm interested in developing myself for that purpose. Whatever it takes for me to become a better writer, I think it's very important to do."

He added, "Hearing about this conference gave me someplace to learn. Why wouldn't I take advantage of it and learn what other Christian writers are doing and what they can offer us in Africa to better our work?" 

Bentil plans to be back next year. Applause erupted at the conference's close, when Bentil's name was drawn for the grand prize of free registration to Write! Canada 2008.

Sponsored by The Word Guild for the sixth year, the annual Write! Canada conference provided 30 classes from beginner to professional level with instructors such as author and teaching pastor Bruxy Cavey, literary agents David and Renée Sanford, journalist Rick Gamble, poet Hannah Main-van der Kamp, mystery novelist and marketing specialist Cyndy Salzmann, and historical novelist Jane Kirkpatrick.

"I'd like people to leave with practical tools," said professional speaker and writer Diane Wolf, who taught a five-hour class on the skills writers need to move from written to spoken words. "That's part of my call to action. Just as important is that they feel empowered and encouraged to be able to do it." 

Attendees also signed up for one-on-one appointments with faculty members and editors from WaterBrook Press, Kregel Publications, HarperCollins/Zondervan, John Wiley & Sons Canada, Castle Quay Books, Faith Today, Focus on the Family Canada, Beyond Ordinary Living, Women Alive Magazine, and many more. Industry professionals such as Martin Smith, president of the Gospel Music Association of Canada, and Eric Spath, Manager of Artist Associates and Speaker Events for World Vision Canada, also were available for consultations. 

According to freelance editor Krysia Lear from Guelph, Ont., the conference is a great place for self-employed editors as well as for writers. Editors can hone their ability to recognize good writing, learn marketing techniques and new trends, and meet clients. 

Shannon Hill, fiction editor for WaterBrook Press in Colorado, an imprint of Random House, came because a colleague had attended an earlier Write! Canada conference and was impressed by the talent of the writers he met.

Leslie H. Stobbe, a literary agent and 50-year veteran of the publishing industry, observed that, "I believe that The Word Guild is significantly responsible for the improvement in the fiction and nonfiction writing I'm seeing. There are some extraordinarily creative projects here." 

Stobbe, a Canadian citizen who has worked in Christian publishing in the U.S. for 40 years, was honoured at the Awards Gala preceding the conference. He was given the Partnership Award for exceptional support and encouragement of Canadian writers who are Christian.

Most important was the opportunity provided by The Word Guild to build a sense of community. As expressed by many of the participants and faculty, in what could be a cut-throat business, Write! Canada is not about competition, but about working together with common purpose and celebrating each others' successes.

Plenary speaker and multiple award-winning author Rudy Wiebe provided inspiration for Christian writers to be a community who listens and extends the love of Jesus Christ. Wiebe demonstrated how to "show, not tell" the conference theme of "Writing Canada: Telling Stories With Soul," by reading aloud moving passages of his work to intent listeners.

Wiebe was presented with the Leslie K. Tarr Award for outstanding career contribution to Christian writing and publishing in Canada at the Gala the night before Write! Canada.

His writing career was profoundly influenced by his Russian Mennonite background, his family's immigrant, homesteading experience in Western Canada, and his friendships with Native people. Wiebe—who urged his listeners to "write where they're at"—revealed that he nourished his soul and imagination from the unique experiences and places that only he could write about. 

Judges praised Wiebe's ability to uncover universal truths in his memoir of growing up as "a prairie bush kid" in an isolated northern Saskatchewan community. Of This Earth: A Mennonite Boyhood in the Boreal Forest was awarded the $25,000 Charles Taylor Prize for Literary Non-Fiction earlier in 2007. 

Wiebe wasn't sure what to expect at his first Write! Canada conference, but he commented in an interview, "I've had a wonderful time! The facilities are great for gathering people who want to talk to each other in partnership." 

He added, "I've been very impressed with the intelligence and discipline and intensity of thought of the people I've talked to. These writers are not at all shallow or simplistic, but are facing the very hard problems of life and what it means to be a Christian in the world today."

"My good hopes about this conference were confirmed, " Wiebe concluded.  "I trust that it will attract more thinking Christians who want to write about the real issues in Canada and the rest of the world."
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BACKGROUND: THE WORD GUILD

Write! Canada 2007 marked the 23rd edition of the conference, and the sixth conference under the direction of The Word Guild. From 1984 to 2001, Faith Today magazine and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada organized this annual conference known as God Uses Ink. 

To mark the conference's twentieth anniversary in 2004, the name was changed to Write! Canada. In addition to the flagship three-day national conference, The Word Guild has sponsored one-day regional conferences in Canadian cities including Toronto; Montreal; Winnipeg; London, Ont.; Victoria, B.C.; Sackville, N,B.; and Saskatoon, Sask. An upcoming event is planned for Haliburton, Ont. on October 20, 2007.
The Word Guild is an association of more than 280 members, including some 90 professional members, with the mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. Its objective is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers, editors and speakers with a Christian worldview.

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc. Membership benefits include discounted rates for Write! Canada.

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.
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