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LEARN HOW TO WRITE STORIES THAT INSPIRE AT WRITE! CANADA

Toronto–No one knows better than Rudy Wiebe that the ability to tell a compelling story is crucial to your success as a writer, whether you write fiction or nonfiction. The keynote speaker for Write! Canada 2007 recently won the $25,000 Charles Taylor Prize for Literary Non-Fiction for his memoir, Of This Earth: A Mennonite Boyhood in the Boreal Forest (Alfred A. Knopf Canada, 2006). 

Wiebe, an Officer of the Order of Canada, is already a two-time winner of Governor General’s Literary Awards for his novels, The Temptations of Big Bear and A Discovery of Strangers. 

"Winning the Taylor Prize was very unexpected, but very encouraging," Wiebe commented. "My book was up against two other finalists—a biography of Pierre Elliott Trudeau, a Canadian icon, and a history of Impressionism, one of the major movements in art history. And then there was this memoir of a Prairie bush kid about his childhood and his parents, who were very ordinary, unimportant people but who had this marvelous sustaining faith… It's the kind of thing that could only happen in Canada!," he exclaimed with a laugh.

Wiebe will address the theme "Writing Canada: Telling Stories With Soul" during three plenary sessions at Canada's largest Christian writers' conference, June 14 to 16 in Guelph, Ont. He plans to talk about the kinds of truth that fiction reveals. 

"It's not by accident that Jesus was a great storyteller," he explained. "He wasn't a logical, philosophical teacher. His greatest and most memorable teachings are contained in stories, which can be looked at from many facets. They shine like diamonds as you look at them in different ways."

An outstanding lineup of 45 faculty members will help you polish your own writing to diamond-like precision. The instructors include: Dudley Delffs, vice president and editor-in-chief of WaterBrook Multnomah Publishing Group, a division of Random House; Jane Kirkpatrick, an award-winning historical novelist; Lisa Crayton, publisher of Spirit-Led Writer on-line magazine; Bruxy Cavey, author of The End of Religion (NavPress, 2007) and teaching pastor of The Meeting House; Grace Fox, conference speaker and author of the book series 10-Minute Time Outs; public speaking expert Diane Wolf; and poet Hannah Main-Van der Kamp.

You will choose from practical workshops will teach you how to write personal stories that inspire; find writing work that pays well; augment your writing with teaching and speaking; write what editors want; get business from the Internet; write columns that grab the interest of readers; write devotionals; get an agent; write book proposals; and many more.

You also can get expert advice through Write! Canada's manuscript critiques, question and answer panels with industry professionals, and appointments with faculty. You can discuss proposals with literary agents David and Renée Sanford and Les Stobbe; representatives from book publishers Waterbrook Multnomah, HarperCollins, Wiley, Kregel and Castle Quay; and editors from publications Faith Today, Focus on the Family Canada, Women Alive Magazine, Beyond Ordinary Living, ChristianWeek, Maranatha News, The Christian Herald and more. 

Cyndy Salzmann—speaker, radio host, public relations and marketing professional, multi-published author in both fiction and nonfiction, and founder of the Christian Authors Network—will coach experienced writers in strategies to work with publishers and market themselves. Literary agent Chip MacGregor, who previously was announced to teach this class, has been rebooked for Write! Canada 2008.

If you have ever wished that you could work closely with an experienced editor to improve your writing, you can hone your nonfiction manuscript in small group intensive sessions with three highly qualified instructors, Audrey Dorsch, Bill Fledderus and Denyse O'Leary.
Write! Canada offers opportunities to expand your skills, network, share ideas and discover new markets that you can't find anywhere else. You will find out the best ways to promote yourself and your work. You will be welcomed into a community of writers and editors who, as Christians, are committed to encouraging one another and to fostering standards of excellence. Add hospitality, good food, fun, worship, music, open-mike reading sessions, a well-stocked bookstore—and you are glimpsing the components that have made Write! Canada the premier event of its kind.

Register on-line at www.thewordguild.com. Save $20 if you register by April 30, are a full-time student or a member of The Word Guild. See you there!
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Media: For photos of Rudy Wiebe or other faculty members, or for more information, contact The Word Guild's Project Coordinator Jane Twohey at jane [at] thewordguild [dot] com or leave a voice mail at 905.294.6482.

BACKGROUND: THE WORD GUILD

Write! Canada 2007 marks the sixth anniversary of the conference under the direction of The Word Guild. From 1984 to 2001, Faith Today magazine and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada organized this annual conference known as God Uses Ink. To mark the conference's twentieth anniversary in 2004, the name was changed to Write! Canada. In addition to the flagship three-day national conference, The Word Guild sponsors one-day regional conferences in Canadian cities including Toronto; Montreal; Winnipeg; London, Ont.; Victoria, B.C.; Sackville, N,B.; and Saskatoon, Sask.
The Word Guild is an association of more than 230 members with the mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. Its objective is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers, editors and speakers with a Christian worldview.

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc. Membership benefits include discounted rates for Write! Canada.

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.
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BACKGROUND: THE CHARLES TAYLOR PRIZE

The Charles Taylor Prize for Literary Non-Fiction was awarded on February 26 in Toronto to Rudy Wiebe's Of This Earth: A Mennonite Boyhood in the Boreal Forest, which the jury deemed best demonstrated and combined an uncommon command of the English language, an elegance of style, and a subtlety of thought and perception. 

The two other finalists were John English for Citizen of the World: The Life of Pierre Elliott Trudeau, Volume 1, 1919-1968 (Alfred A. Knopf Canada), and Ross King for The Judgment of Paris: The Revolutionary Decade That Gave the World Impressionism (Bond Street Books, an imprint of Doubleday Canada). A record 98 books were submitted by 23 publishers from across Canada. 

The jury noted, “Rudy Wiebe’s evocative and moving memoir of his childhood in rural Saskatchewan finds universal truths amidst an isolated, little-known community. In prose that is both spare and eloquent, he conveys the riches of a hardscrabble inheritance: a love of words, reading and music, a sustaining yet unsentimental faith, and a bond with the natural world, all of which have provided a compass for his writing life.”

Wiebe's memoir Of This Earth also was awarded $2,000 for being shortlisted in The Nereus Writers' Trust Non-Fiction Prize—an award Wiebe won previously in 1998 for Stolen Life: The Journey of a Cree Woman, co-authored with Yvonne Johnson.

For more information, go to www.thecharlestaylorprize.ca.
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