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WRITE! CANADA 2007 KEYNOTE SPEAKER RUDY WIEBE 

NOMINATED FOR MAJOR LITERARY AWARD 

Toronto–Rudy Wiebe, the keynote speaker for The Word Guild's Write! Canada 2007 conference, is one of three finalists for the prestigious Charles Taylor Prize for Literary Non-Fiction. The prize consists of $25,000 and a crystal trophy for the winner; $2,000 for each shortlisted author; and promotional support to raise public awareness and increase sales of all three shortlisted titles.

Rudy Wiebe was nominated for his autobiography Of This Earth: A Mennonite Boyhood in the Boreal Forest (Alfred A. Knopf Canada). The other finalists are John English for Citizen of the World: The Life of Pierre Elliott Trudeau, Volume 1, 1919-1968 (Alfred A. Knopf Canada), and Ross King for The Judgment of Paris: The Revolutionary Decade That Gave the World Impressionism (Bond Street Books, an imprint of Doubleday Canada).
A record 98 books were submitted by 23 publishers from all across Canada. Books were eligible if authored by a Canadian citizen or permanent resident, and widely available across Canada.
The jury noted, “Rudy Wiebe’s evocative and moving memoir of his childhood in rural Saskatchewan finds universal truths amidst an isolated, little-known community. In prose that is both spare and eloquent, he conveys the riches of a hardscrabble inheritance: a love of words, reading and music, a sustaining yet unsentimental faith, and a bond with the natural world, all of which have provided a compass for his writing life.”

The Charles Taylor Prize for Literary Non-Fiction will be awarded on February 26 to the author whose book best demonstrates and combines an uncommon command of the English language, an elegance of style, and a subtlety of thought and perception. 

Governor General's Award-winning author Rudy Wiebe will give three keynote addresses on the theme of "Writing Canada: Telling Stories With Soul" at the Christian writers' conference Write! Canada, June 14 to 16 in Guelph, Ont. Wiebe also will share his insights on point of view in fiction writing during a workshop.

An outstanding lineup of workshop instructors for Write! Canada will be announced shortly. They include: Dudley Delffs, vice president and editor-in-chief of WaterBrook Multnomah Publishing Group in Colorado Springs, Colo., a division of Random House; David Sanford of Oregon, literary agent for more than 250 books, author, co-author or editor of scores of books, and creator of three Biblezines; Lisa Crayton, writing instructor and publisher of Spirit-Led Writer on-line magazine; and Bruxy Cavey, author of the forthcoming book The End of Religion (NavPress, 2007), conference speaker and teaching pastor of The Meeting House, a multi-site church in the Toronto area that attracts 4,000 people weekly. 

The workshop instructors will join the already-confirmed faculty for six in-depth continuing classes:
· Chip MacGregor, a well-known literary agent, editor and author who has spoken at more than 100 conferences, will lead a class for professional writers on how to think strategically about their careers and navigate the publishing industry.
· Jane Kirkpatrick, the award-winning author of 14 books, will teach fiction writing techniques.

· Hands-on nonfiction intensive sessions enabling writers at different experience levels to improve a sample of their work will be led by three highly qualified instructors: Audrey Dorsch, Bill Fledderus and Denyse O'Leary.
· Diane Wolf, who specializes in teaching personal and professional communications skills, will help participants augment their writing through developing teaching and speaking channels.

· Grace Fox, author and conference speaker, will explore ways for beginners to get published, including devotionals and columns.
· Hannah Main-Van der Kamp, whose poems have been heard on the CBC and been featured in some of Canada's foremost literary journals, will help poets to refine their craft.

Write! Canada also offers question and answer panels with industry professionals, networking and marketing opportunities, appointments with literary agents and editors, manuscript critique services, open-mike reading sessions and a bookstore well stocked with reference materials.

Watch the website www.thewordguild.com/writecanada for announcements. On-line registration soon will be available, offering a discounted rate for early registrants.
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Media: For more information, contact The Word Guild's Project Coordinator Jane Twohey at jane(at)thewordguild(dot)com or leave a voice mail at 905.294.6482.

BACKGROUND

The Word Guild is an association of more than 230 members with the mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. Its objective is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers, editors and speakers with a Christian worldview.
Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc. Membership benefits include discounted rates for Write! Canada.

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.
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