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AUTHOR RUDY WIEBE TO RECEIVE TARR AWARD

Celebrated author Rudy Wiebe adds recognition for his life's work as a writer who is Christian to his Governor General's Awards and Charles Taylor Prize
Waterloo, Ont.—One of Canada's most acclaimed literary writers, Rudy Wiebe, will be presented with the Leslie K. Tarr Award for outstanding career achievement at The Word Guild Writing Awards Gala on June 13. 

Wiebe, of Russian Mennonite background, is widely published internationally and is the winner of numerous awards, including two Governor General's Literary Awards for the novels The Temptations of Big Bear and A Discovery of Strangers.
The Tarr Award caps numerous honours for Wiebe in 2007. His memoir, Of This Earth: A Mennonite Boyhood in the Boreal Forest (Knopf Canada), was a finalist for a Writers' Trust prize and won the $25,000 Charles Taylor Prize for Literary Non-Fiction earlier this year.

"Of This Earth is the story of very ordinary Canadians, not important people in the eyes of the world, but human beings who had a life, and who had this marvelous sustaining faith," Wiebe explained. "That faith has been part of my core all my life. It's not talked about anymore… but it's something I have never tried to deny in my writing, and I think readers have affirmed that."
Named in honour of its first recipient, the late Leslie K. Tarr—a journalist, editor and teacher—the Tarr Award celebrates a major career contribution to Christian writing and publishing in Canada. This is the nineteenth annual presentation of the award. Previous recipients include inspirational fiction pioneer and million-selling novelist Janette Oke in 2004; poet Margaret Avison in 2005, an Officer of the Order of Canada, two-time Governor General's Literary Award winner and Griffin Poetry Prize recipient; and religion journalists Bob Harvey and Lloyd Mackey in 2006. 

The black-tie Gala is Canada's premier event to honour Canadian writers who are Christian. It will take place on June 13 at 7:30 p.m. in the Maureen Forrester Recital Hall, Wilfrid Laurier University, 75 University Avenue W., Waterloo, Ont.
Wiebe, 73, is an Officer of the Order of Canada and lives in Edmonton. He taught literature and creative writing at colleges in Canada, the United States and Germany for 30 years. Wiebe is the author of nine novels, four short story collections, and six books of nonfiction on distinctly Canadian subjects ranging from First Nations people to Mennonite settlers. 

He has been hailed as "one of Canada's most gifted writers – a peerless delineator of his country's history and soul," according to The Canadian Jewish News. The Globe and Mail called Wiebe "Western Canada's iconic novelist."
Registration is still open to hear Wiebe as plenary speaker at Canada's largest Christian writers' conference, Write! Canada, from June 14 to 16 in Guelph, Ont. He will draw on his personal experience and his Christian faith to explore the conference theme, "Writing Canada: Telling Stories With Soul." The conference also features classes for beginner to professional writers, and appointments with agents, editors and publishers.

At the Gala, which precedes the conference, winners from across Canada will be announced for the most outstanding nonfiction books, novels, articles and poems published during 2006 in 31 categories. 

Some of Canada's best-known Christian writers are among this year's contestants, including Mark Buchanan, J. I. Packer and James Houston. The contest is open to any Canadian citizen or permanent resident who affirms The Apostles' Creed.

The evening will be emceed by journalists Christine Williams and Rick Gamble. Williams is the producer and host of the current affairs program On the Line with Christine Williams on CTS TV. Gamble formerly worked at CTV's Kitchener affiliate CKCO, where he did local and national news reporting for 23 years before becoming a communications instructor at Wilfrid Laurier University. Gamble is an awards finalist for his columns in The Brantford Expositor.

Members of the public are invited to attend the Gala, which will be followed by a reception. Tickets may be ordered through TicketWindow.ca or by phone at 1-877-700-3130. Tickets are $12 in advance, or $15 at the door.

Details about the Gala, the Write! Canada conference and the Tarr Award may be found at www.thewordguild.com.
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BACKGROUNDER

The Word Guild's mandate is connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. The association, which was founded in 2002, has grown to more than 270 members across Canada, including some 90 professional members. 

The Word Guild works to encourage excellence and to strengthen the Canadian Christian writing and publishing community through professional development opportunities at national and regional conferences, writing contests and awards, Internet discussion groups, manuscript critique services, etc. 

Writers do not need to write material that deals solely with faith, religion, theology, spirituality and related subject matter in order to join. While members all affirm The Apostles' Creed, they work in various spheres and are journalists, novelists, nonfiction authors, copyeditors, poets, columnists, academic textbook editors, children's book authors, playwrights, and more. 

Three categories of membership are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, librarians, etc. 

For more information about The Word Guild, please visit www.thewordguild.com.
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