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TOP CANADIAN CHRISTIAN WRITERS HONOURED AT BLACK-TIE GALA

Writers from 14- to 80-years-old receive awards for the best work published by Canadian writers who are Christian
Waterloo, Ont.—Winners from across Canada received enthusiastic applause from a black-tie audience of approximately 175 people at The Word Guild Writing Awards Gala in Waterloo, Ont. in mid-June.

At the event honouring work published by Canadian writers who are Christian, winners ranged from well-known, venerable theologians J. I. Packer and James M. Houston, to 14-year-old Richard Weening, the youngest-ever winner. The teenager from Newmarket, Ont., won for the first poem he penned, in which he used the metaphor of junior league hockey to create a contemporary interpretation of the famous 1 Corinthians 13 chapter about love. It was published in SCA International's magazine Word & Deed.

Weening tied for best poem with Judith Millar of Nanaimo, B.C. (formerly of Kitchener, Ont.), while eighty-year-old poet George Whipple of Burnaby, B.C., won a book category for his ninth poetry collection, The Peaceable Kingdom (Penumbra Press).

Rudy Wiebe, one of Canada's most acclaimed authors, was presented with the Leslie K. Tarr Award for outstanding career contribution to Christian writing and editing in Canada. Wiebe, 72, of Russian Mennonite background, is widely published internationally and has twice won Governor General's Literary Awards for his novels. 

The Tarr Award capped numerous honours for Wiebe in 2007. His memoir, Of This Earth: A Mennonite Boyhood in the Boreal Forest (Knopf Canada), was a finalist for a Writers' Trust prize and won the $25,000 Charles Taylor Prize for Literary Non-Fiction.

Wiebe admitted that he was surprised to be chosen for the Tarr award because he writes for large secular publishers and is better known within literary fiction circles than by evangelical Christians.

"I write realistic stories about people in tough situations who have problems and conflicts that are not easily resolved—not romances where everything ends nicely, " he explained in an interview. "But I think the Christian faith is pretty useless if it can't face the realistic things that happen to us in the world."

Wiebe added, "The Tarr award was an unexpected recognition… It was wonderful to be recognized by Christian readers for having done some good writing in my lifetime. And it's lovely to stand in the tradition of Margaret Avison (the 2005 Tarr Award recipient), a very intellectual and profoundly Christian poet whose work I've loved for years." The Tarr Award was sponsored by Tyndale University College and Seminary.

In another highlight of the evening, Leslie H. Stobbe was presented with The Partnership Award by The Word Guild. The award recognizes an organization or individual who has shown exceptional support and encouragement to Canadian writers and editors who are Christian.

Stobbe has worked in publishing for more than 50 years as a journalist, author, editor, consultant and writing instructor. As editor and literary agent, he has helped many first-time authors get published, including a number of Canadians. He retains his Canadian citizenship, although he has spent about 40 years living in the U.S. working for a variety of Christian publishers.

"It's a great honour and thrill to win the Partnership Award, " Stobbe commented. "Through the years I have consistently tried to help Canadian writers gain the North American acceptance that I believe they deserve. To receive the award is a tremendous feeling of satisfaction, that somebody actually noticed what I was about."

Alison Mary Sharpe of Renfrew, Ont. was named The Best New Canadian Christian Author for her manuscript A Drawer Full of Odd Socks: Biblical Meditations. The award, sponsored by Castle Quay Books Canada and Augsburg Fortress Publishers Canada, recognizes the most promising nonfiction manuscript about Christian faith. Sharpe will be awarded a $1,000 prize or a $1,000 advance against royalties should Castle Quay Books Canada decide to publish the work. 

The Word Guild Awards honoured the most outstanding work published during 2006 in 31 categories of nonfiction books, novels, articles, columns, poems and song lyrics. A total of 53 awards were presented, to winners (who received cash prizes) and to award of merit recipients, whose marks were close to those of the first-prize winners and who received certificates.

Both Wiebe and Stobbe remarked on the wide range of writers recognized for their work in both Christian and mainstream publications, at the local and national levels.

"I really appreciate the inclusion of Christian journalists in secular publications being honoured by The Word Guild in ways I don't see being done in the U.S.," Stobbe commented.

Journalist Jennifer Green of Ottawa entered the contest for the first time, and was shortlisted five times for articles published in the Ottawa Citizen. She won for best news article, best profile/human interest story and best general readership article, plus received an award of merit. Thomas Froese, a journalist based in Uganda and Ancaster, Ont., won the best column (series) award, and picked up an award of merit in the best column (single) category, all for pieces published in ChristianWeek.
A Troubled Faith: Do We Really Need God? (Word Alive), by Alan Reynolds of Richmond, B.C., won both the apologetics/evangelism and general readership categories for books that explain or encourage faith for mainstream readers. Rod J. K. Wilson, a psychologist and president of Regent College in Vancouver, was another double winner in both the relationships and instructional book categories for How Do I Help a Hurting Friend? (Baker). Keith Clemons of Caledon, Ont., picked up two wins for best contemporary novel and best independently published fiction for his account of child abductions and human trafficking in These Little Ones (George Colton Publishing).

Vancouver Island author and Baptist pastor Mark Buchanan won the Christian living category for the fourth time with his fourth book, for The Rest of God: Restoring Your Soul by Restoring Sabbath (Thomas Nelson). J. I. Packer received an award of merit for co-authoring Praying: Finding our Way Through Duty to Delight (InterVarsity Press). In the same hotly contested category, medical specialist Dr. Brad Burke of Windsor, Ont., received awards of merit for three books in his series An MD Examines, titled Is God Obsolete?, Does God Still Do Miracles?, and Why Does God Allow Suffering? (Cook).

Continuing a strong winning streak for British Columbia writers, the Reverend Ed Hird of North Vancouver, a leader in Canada's Anglican renewal movement and national chaplain for Alpha Canada, won best independently published nonfiction book for Battle for the Soul of Canada: Raising Up the Emerging Generation of Leaders.

The number of entries more than doubled in the past three years in The Word Guild contest, which is open to any Canadian citizen or permanent resident who affirms The Apostles' Creed. A total of 231 entries was received. 

The Gala was held in the Maureen Forrester Recital Hall at the Wilfrid Laurier University campus in Waterloo, Ont. It was hosted by Christine Williams, the producer and host of On The Line on CTS TV; and by Rick Gamble, formerly a reporter at CTV's Kitchener affiliate CKCO, now a communications instructor at Wilfrid Laurier University. Gamble won two awards of merit for his columns in the Brantford Expositor. 

The audience was delighted at the Gala's close when Richard Weening, the 14-year-old prize-winning poet, also won the draw for the door prize, a complete set of Rudy Wiebe's books donated by Random House of Canada.

Thirty expert judges were recruited to evaluate the entries, including Donald G. Bastian, editor and book publishing consultant; Larry Cornies, page editor at The Globe and Mail and Maclean-Hunter Chair in Communication Ethics at Ryerson University's School of Journalism; Ron Dart, author of 20 books and professor of political science/philosophy/religious studies at University College of the Fraser Valley; Harold Jantz, editor of the Mennonite Brethren Herald for 20 years and founding editor of ChristianWeek; Dave Jenkinson, professor at the University of Manitoba’s Faculty of Education; Lloyd Rang, Lead Writer, Office of the Premier of Ontario; Joe Sinasac, editor and publisher of the national weekly newspaper, The Catholic Register.

Awards sponsors included That’s Life Communications; Word Alive; Bastian Publishing Services; Focus on the Family Canada: Blessings Christian Marketplace; Canadian Christianity.com; ChristianWeek; Faith FM, Kitchener, Ont.; Faith Life Financial; House of James; Imago; Mennonite Brethren Herald; Women Alive; Foundation Distributing; Hull’s Family Bookstores; Keyzers Automation; Sunrise Terrace Bed & Breakfast, Haliburton, Ont.; Bingley Distributors; Brent and Karen Stiller; Wendy Elaine Nelles.

Many of the Gala winners and attendees took part in Write! Canada for the following three days in Guelph, Ont., where Rudy Wiebe was plenary speaker. Approximately 220 people from nine provinces attended Canada's largest Christian writers' conference, which is also sponsored by The Word Guild. 

Prior to the Gala, The Word Guild hosted a booth and author book signings at Book Expo Canada in Toronto, the national tradeshow for the mainstream publishing industry, where it distributed copies of its new catalogue, The 2007/2008 Readers' Guide to Books and Publications by Canadian Christians.

The complete list of winners for The Word Guild 2007 Writing Awards is posted at www.thewordguild.com.

-30-

ATTACHED:

1. Backgrounder – The Word Guild Writing Awards

2. List of Winners – The Word Guild Writing Awards 2007

BACKGROUNDER – THE WORD GUILD WRITING AWARDS

The awards are sponsored by The Word Guild, a national association with the mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. Formerly known as The God Uses Ink Awards, these writing prizes have been awarded annually since 1988. The Word Guild assumed responsibility for the awards in 2002, revamping and expanding the program.

The Word Guild contests are open to all eligible writers who have Canadian citizenship or permanent resident status, and are not restricted to members of The Word Guild. All entrants are asked to affirm The Apostles' Creed as a condition of acceptance in the contest. The opinions and viewpoints expressed in the shortlisted and winning works represent the authors' personal beliefs and are not necessarily endorsed by The Word Guild.

Although contest rules do not require an explicit statement of Christian belief, judges looked for an underlying expression of the writer's Christian worldview informing and influencing the writing. Entries were judged according to excellence of writing; impact (the inspirational or informational value making it worthwhile); fulfillment of stated purpose; suitability to target audience; originality and freshness of style. 

Entry guidelines and forms for the 2008 contest will be posted at www.thewordguild.com. 

The Word Guild, an association of more than 280 Canadian writers and editors who are Christian, was founded in 2002. Members are committed to encouraging one another and fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. 

The long-term vision is to impact the Canadian culture through writing from a Christian worldview. Immediate goals are to help writers and editors at all stages connect with each other, develop new skills and discover new publishing opportunities. See www.thewordguild.com for further information.
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LIST OF THE WORD GUILD 2007 WRITING AWARDS WINNERS

The Leslie K. Tarr Award

Sponsor: Tyndale University College and Seminary

Recognizes an outstanding career contribution to Christian writing and publishing in Canada.

Winner: Rudy Wiebe of Edmonton, Alta.; novelist, nonfiction author and writing instructor

The Partnership Award

Sponsor: The Word Guild

Recognizes an organization or individual who has shown exceptional support and encouragement to Canadian writers and editors who are Christian.

Winner: Leslie H. Stobbe of Tryon, North Carolina; writer, editor, writing instructor and literary agent

Best New Canadian Christian Author Award

Sponsor: Castle Quay Books Canada and Augsburg Fortress Publishers Canada

Recognizes the most promising nonfiction manuscript about Christian faith. The winning author will be awarded a $1,000 prize or a $1,000 advance against royalties should Castle Quay Books Canada decide to publish the work. 

Winner: Alison Mary Sharpe of Renfrew, Ont., for A Drawer Full of Odd Socks: Biblical Meditations

BOOK CATEGORIES (for books published in 2006)

Book—Apologetics/Evangelism

Sponsor: Bastian Publishing Services 

Winner: Alan Reynolds of Richmond B.C. for A Troubled Faith: Do We Really Need God? (Word Alive) 

Award of Merit: Stanley E. Porter of Hamilton Ont. and Stephen J. Bedard of Meaford Ont. for Unmasking the Pagan Christ: An Evangelical Response to the Cosmic Christ Idea (Clements)

Book—Biblical Studies

Sponsor: Bastian Publishing Services

Winner: Tim Perry of Otterburne Man. for Mary for Evangelicals: Toward an Understanding of the Mother of Our Lord (InterVarsity)

Book—Christian Living

Sponsor: Hull's Family Bookstore/Karen & Brent Stiller

Winner: Mark Buchanan of Duncan B.C. for The Rest of God: Restoring Your Soul by Restoring Sabbath (Thomas Nelson)

Award of Merit: Dr. Brad Burke of Windsor Ont. for An MD Examines: Why Does God Allow Suffering? (Cook)

Award of Merit: Dr. Brad Burke of Windsor Ont. for An MD Examines: Is God Obsolete? (Cook)

Award of Merit: Dr. Brad Burke of Windsor Ont. for An MD Examines: Does God Still Do Miracles? (Cook)

Award of Merit: J. I. Packer of Vancouver and Carolyn Nystrom for Praying: Finding our Way Through Duty to Delight (InterVarsity)

Book—Culture

Sponsor: House of James Bookstore

Winner: James K. A. Smith of Grand Rapids Mich. for Who's Afraid of Postmodernism? (Baker)

Book—General Readership (books that explain or encourage faith for mainstream readers)

Sponsor: Keyzers Automation

Winner: Alan Reynolds of Richmond B.C. for A Troubled Faith: Do We Really Need God? (Word Alive)

Book—Instructional

Sponsor: The Word Guild
Winner: Rod J. K. Wilson of Vancouver for How Do I Help a Hurting Friend? (Baker)

Award of Merit: Sue Careless of Toronto for Discovering the Book of Common Prayer: A Hands-On Approach; Volume II: Our Life in the Church (ABC)

Book—Leadership/Theoretical

Sponsor: The Word Guild

Winner: James M. Houston of Vancouver for Joyful Exiles: Life in Christ on the Dangerous Edge of Things (InterVarsity)

Book—Life Stories

Sponsor: The Word Guild
Winner: Marilyn Meyers of Waterdown Ont. for Through Fire & Sea (Rocksalt Publishing)

Book—Relationships:

Sponsor: The Word Guild
Winner: Rod J. K. Wilson of Vancouver for How Do I Help a Hurting Friend? (Baker)

Book—Independently-Published Nonfiction

Sponsor: Word Alive

Winner: Ed Hird of North Vancouver for Battle for the Soul of Canada: Raising Up the Emerging Generation of Leaders (independently published)

Award of Merit: Keturah Leonforde of Guelph Ont. for Reflections from the Waiting Room: Insights for thriving when life puts you on hold (Essence)

Book—Special

Sponsor: The Word Guild

Winner: George Whipple of Burnaby B.C. for The Peaceable Kingdom (Penumbra Press)

Award of Merit: Kirsten Femson of Pickering Ont. who compiled The Way They Should Go: Timeless Advice for the Teen Journey (Castle Quay Books)

Book—Children

Sponsor: Focus on the Family Canada

Winner: M. D. Meyer of Winnipeg for Get Lost! (independently published)

Award of Merit: Helen Toews of Winnipeg for Emma's Corner (The Cottage at Creek Bend)

Book—Young Adult

Sponsor: Foundation Distributing

Winner: Connie Brummel Crook of Peterborough, Ont. for Meyers' Rebellion (Fitzhenry & Whiteside)

Novel—Contemporary

Sponsor: That's Life Communications

Winner: Keith Clemons of Caledon Ont. for These Little Ones (George Colton Publishing) 

Award of Merit: Deborah Gyapong of Ottawa for The Defilers (Castle Quay Books)

Novel—Independently Published Fiction

Sponsor: That's Life Communications

Winner: Keith Clemons of Caledon Ont. for These Little Ones (George Colton Publishing) 

Novel—Romance

Sponsor: The Word Guild

Winner: Carolyne Aarsen of Neerlandia, Alta. for The Only Best Place (Warner Faith)

Novel—Mystery/Suspense

Sponsor: Sunrise Terrace Bed & Breakfast, Haliburton, Ont.

Winner: Linda Hall of Fredericton, N. B. for Dark Water (WaterBrook)

SHORT CATEGORIES: ARTICLES/COLUMNS/POETRY/SONG LYRICS

(for work published in 2006)

Column/Editorial/First Person Essay (series)

Sponsor: The Word Guild

Winner: Thomas Froese of Uganda and Ancaster Ont. for "Where is African spirituality heading?" and "Doomsday Diversions" (ChristianWeek)

Award of Merit: Grace Fox of Heriot Bay B.C. for "Parents—Stay Awake!" and "And What Happened to My Kid at Summer Camp" (B.C. Christian News)
Award of Merit: Dave Toycen of Mississauga Ont. for "A Seat at the World's Food Table" and "The Most Powerful Weapon" (World Vision Canada: Childview/Enfants du monde)

Column/Editorial/First Person Essay (single)

Sponsor: The Word Guild

Winner: Kurt Armstrong of Vancouver for "Why Love Will Always Be A Poor Investment" (Radix) 

Award of Merit: Thomas Froese of Uganda and Ancaster Ont. for "Christmas: the luxury to pick and choose" (ChristianWeek)

Award of Merit: Sheila Wray Gregoire of Belleville Ont. for "Seeking a Wise Man" (The Shield)

Award of Merit: Denyse O'Leary of Toronto for "Can you choose to help? Or are you simply spreading your genes?" (Maranatha News)

Article—Long Feature 

Sponsor: Canadian Christianity.com

Winner: Terry LeBlanc of Evansburg Alta. for "Native Suicide: A Challenge to the Church" (Faith Today)

Article—Short Feature

Sponsor: The Word Guild

Winner: Paul M. Beckingham of Vancouver for "Purpose-Driven Starbucks" (Tidings)

Article—General Readership (articles that explain or encourage faith for mainstream readers)

Sponsor: Wendy Elaine Nelles

Winner: Jennifer Green of Ottawa for "In the beginning was the Word" (Ottawa Citizen)

Award of Merit: Rick Gamble of Brantford Ont. for "A Ten Dollar Heart" (The Brantford Expositor)

Award of Merit: Rick Gamble of Brantford Ont. for "Leave an Impression" (The Brantford Expositor)

Award of Merit: Jennifer Green of Ottawa for "The Vanishing Choirboys" (Ottawa Citizen)

Article—Inspirational/Devotional

Sponsor: Women Alive

Winner: Donald N. Bastian of Brampton Ont. for "The Joy of Aging" (Christianity Today)

Article—News 

Sponsor: ChristianWeek
Winner: Jennifer Green of Ottawa for "Conservative Anglicans livid over lesbian priest in Ottawa/Torn Asunder" (Ottawa Citizen)

Award of Merit: Ross Muir and Tim Miller Dyck of Waterloo Ont. for "Mennonite Groups Oppose Land Speculator" (Canadian Mennonite)

Article—Personal Experience

Sponsor: Mennonite Brethren Herald
Winner: Adele Simmons of Whitby Ont. for "The Cabin" (Writers' Circle of Durham Region)

Article—Profile/Human Interest

Sponsor: Faith FM 94.3, Kitchener, Ont.

Winner: Jennifer Green of Ottawa for "The Education of David Jeffrey" (Ottawa Citizen)

Award of Merit: Milton Friesen of Airdrie Alta. for "The Universe to Explore: Faith and a World of Ideas" (Decision Magazine–Cdn. Edition)

Article—Review

Sponsor: The Word Guild

Winner: Violet Nesdoly of Surrey B.C. for "Review of Presumed Guilty by James Scott Bell" (Cleveland.com)

Article—Short Story

Sponsor: The Word Guild

Award of Merit: Joanna Mallory of Dartmouth, N.S. for "DisConnect" (ByLine Magazine)

Article—Children/Young Adult

Sponsor: Faith Life Financial

Winner: Violet Nesdoly of Surrey B.C. for "A Touch of Wonder" (Review & Herald Publishing Association Guide)

Poetry 

Sponsor: Imago

Winner/Tie: Judith Millar of Nanaimo, B.C. (formerly of Kitchener, Ont.) for "After the Fall" (Southern Ontario Library Service: The Changing Image)

Winner/Tie: Richard Weening of Newmarket Ont. for "1 Corinthians 13" (SCA International: Word & Deed)

Song Lyrics

Sponsor: Bingley Distributors

Winner: Ali Matthews of Stratford Ont. for "Poised for a Fall" (from the CD Window of Light)

Award of Merit: Ali Matthews of Stratford Ont. for "Santorini" (from the CD Window of Light)

