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WRITE! CANADA 2008 GETS PERSONAL

Tracing My Journey: Canadian writers share their stories

Toronto – Writers from beginner to professional level wanting to sharpen their skills and enhance their careers will receive a real boost at Write! Canada. Canada's largest conference for writers who are Christian will be held in Guelph, Ontario, from June 12 to 14, 2008. 

Among those celebrated Canadian writers sharing their stories will be three plenary session speakers — Carolyne Aarsen, Connie Brummel Crook and Denyse O’Leary.

Carolyne Aarsen, originally a city girl, was transplanted to the country when she married her dear husband Richard. While raising four children, foster children, and various animals, Carolyne’s résumé gained some unique entries — growing a garden, sewing blue jeans, baking, pickling and preserving. She learned how to handle cows,
drive tractors and snow machines, ride a horse and train a colt.  
Somewhere in all this she learned to write. Her first book sold in 1997 and since then she has written and sold over twenty more. Her stories show a love of open spaces, the fellowship of her Christian community and the gift God has given to humanity in Christ.
 

Connie Brummel Crook taught English in Ontario's public secondary schools for thirty years. She is qualified as a reading specialist for grades one to twelve by the Ontario Ministry of Education and the Secondary School Teachers’ Federation.  Her nine historical novels and three picture books are used in public and private schools across Canada.  Most have won secular and/or Christian awards.  

Denyse O’Leary is a Toronto-based Canadian journalist and blogger, who is the author of Faith@Science (J. Gordon Shillingford, 2001); of By Design or by Chance? (Augsburg Fortress 2004, an overview of the intelligent design controversy); and co-author with Montreal neuroscientist Mario Beauregard of The Spiritual Brain (Harper, 2007). Her current blogs are the Post-Darwinist and the Mindful Hack. She has taught writing, editing, and business practice for writers and editors for many years.

In addition to the plenary sessions, and question and answer panels with industry professionals, participants will choose workshops from a variety of useful topics. 

The following tracks will be offered:

· Beginner track: What every aspiring writer needs to know — a mix of workshop leaders
· Intensive: Romance Writing — Carolyn Aarsen
· Intensive: Screenwriting — Kevin Miller
· Fiction: N. J. Lindquist 
· Professional Development: Chip MacGregor
· Nonfiction: The Business of Writing and Publishing — Denyse O’Leary
· Journalist track: TBA
Workshops are currently being finalized and will be announced in January. Watch the website www.thewordguild.com/writecanada for announcements and on-line registration.

Write! Canada also offers networking and marketing opportunities, appointments with literary agents and editors, manuscript critique services, open-mike reading sessions and a bookstore well stocked with reference materials.

Registration to Write! Canada, or a one-year membership in The Word Guild, would make a wonderful Christmas gift for someone who loves writing. Gift certificates from The Word Guild are available in various amounts; to order, contact Jeanette Duncan at twgjeanette (at) gmail (dot) com.

Media: For more information, contact The Word Guild's Project Coordinator, Jane Twohey, at jane (at) thewordguild (dot) com or leave a voice mail at 905.294.6482.

To learn more about Write! Canada's plenary speakers and instructors, see the following websites:

Carolyne Aarsen http://web.mac.com/carolyneaarsen/Site/Welcome.html
Connie Brummel Crook www.conniebrummelcrook.ca
N. J. Lindquist http://www.njlindquist.com/
Chip MacGregor http://chipmacgregor.com/ and http://macgregorliterary.com/
Kevin Miller www.kevinmillerxi.com/
Denyse O'Leary http://mindfulhack.blogspot.com/
BACKGROUND

Write! Canada is designed to be a warm and supportive environment where participants from many backgrounds and religious experiences are united in their common love of God and of writing. Whether in the classroom or in informal conversation, the focus is on subjects that foster the pursuit of excellence in writing.

From 1984 to 2001, Faith Today magazine and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada organized this annual conference known as God Uses Ink. In 2001, The Word Guild was established and assumed responsibility for the conference, starting with the 2002 event. In 2004, to mark the conference's twentieth anniversary, the name was changed to Write! Canada.

The Word Guild is an association of Canadian writers and editors who are Christian, and who are committed to encouraging one another and fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. Its desire is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers and editors with a Christian worldview.

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members, who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers and church librarians. Membership benefits include discounted rates for Write! Canada.

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.

