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Attention: News, Features, Lifestyle, Faith & Ethics Editors

NEW LEADERS FOR THE WORD GUILD

Toronto–The Word Guild (TWG) is welcoming new leaders as it nears its fifth anniversary in January 2007. The association, whose mandate is connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian, was founded by author N. J. Lindquist and journalist Wendy Elaine Nelles. Both served as full-time volunteers while building the organization. 

TWG sponsors the annual Write! Canada conference, as well as one-day Christian writers' conferences in various Canadian cities, and awards for published and unpublished writers. It has more than 200 members across Canada.

"We're delighted that several members who have shown their commitment to and passion for The Word Guild through their past volunteer work are taking on greater responsibilities. They will bring unique skills and fresh vision to their leadership roles," explained Lindquist.

Sandra Reimer of Kitchener, Ont. has assumed the new position of managing director, responsible for the supervision of all of TWG's internal operations and for fundraising. Reimer has an extensive background working with ministry-related organizations, including Youth With A Mission (YWAM) and Ray of Hope, a Waterloo region-based charity. She is a freelance writer and operates Reimer Reason Communications, which provides marketing and promotional services to businesses and charities.

"I'm looking forward to helping The Word Guild go the next step as a national organization dedicated to helping writers and editors who are Christian tell their stories," Reimer commented.

Denise Rumble has accepted the new role of associate managing director, with immediate responsibilities for overseeing promotion and one-day writers' conferences, including the recent Write! Maritimes and Write! Winnipeg. Rumble, from St. Marys, Ont., has established three church libraries and been an active layleader in various church capacities, as well as a newspaper and magazine columnist and a Board of Education trustee. She has a banking background and now owns a successful bookkeeping business.

"There are doors opening across the country for The Word Guild and for its writers and editors. The possibilities are limitless if we all work together," Rumble said. "My goal is to see TWG continue to grow, not only in members, but in Christian influence throughout Canada."
Jane Twohey has been promoted from administrative assistant to project coordinator in a part-time paid position. She is responsible for the operations of Write! Canada, the writing awards programs, and the upcoming year-round critiquing and mentoring program. Twohey is an entrepreneur who built her career in the software industry and who developed the Alpha program in her community of Port Perry, Ont. A professional photographer, Twohey also operates a Christian merchandise line under the company name, gofishredink.

Kimberley Payne has assumed the new role of human resources coordinator in a part-time paid position. She is concentrating on membership needs and on recruiting and placing volunteers for TWG's programs. Payne, from Millbrook, Ont., has more than 10 years experience as an employment/career counsellor. She currently is teaching part-time at Fleming College in Peterborough, Ont., where she also is completing a certificate in Volunteer Management. Payne is a columnist, the founder of Within Reach and the author of Fit for Faith, a program of spiritual and physical health. 

Co-founders Lindquist and Nelles will continue to act as consultants to TWG, while substantially reducing their time commitment so that they may resume their own writing careers. 

Lindquist, of Markham, Ont., remains as executive director, but has narrowed her focus to largely external issues, including strategic planning, networking on behalf of TWG members, and developing beneficial alliances. She intends to further develop her teaching and speaking career, and to write both fiction and nonfiction books. 

Nelles is moving from the hands-on role of associate director to the advisory position of founding director. During the transition period, Nelles will oversee the legal incorporation process, as TWG matures from a project of Imago (a Christian charity that fosters arts initiatives) to a stand-alone organization. Nelles, of Toronto, plans to develop her own writing projects.

"We are thankful for all the talented, committed and supportive colleagues who have been involved in The Word Guild's leadership, and for the dedicated volunteers and enthusiastic members who have surrounded us with their prayers, hands-on help, and participation in various events or programs," Nelles and Lindquist wrote in a letter to members in October announcing the changes.

The next Write! Canada conference will be held in Guelph, Ont. from June 14 to 16, 2007. Entries for the best books, articles, poems, short stories, scripts and song lyrics published during 2006 by Canadian writers who are Christian will be accepted until January 19, 2007, in The Word Guild Canadian Christian Writing Awards.
For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.  
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BACKGROUNDER

The Word Guild is an association of Canadian writers and editors who are Christian, and who are committed to encouraging one another and fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. Its goal is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers and editors with a Christian worldview.  

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc. 
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