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UNPUBLISHED WRITERS WIN PRIZES

Toronto – Writers in three age groups, including teens and young adults, competed for prizes in The God Uses Ink Novice Writing Awards. The contest, sponsored by The Word Guild, provides encouragement and recognition for aspiring writers who have never been published or paid for a piece of writing. 

The contest was open to Canadian writers who are Christian. Entries could be in any writing format, including short stories, poems and nonfiction articles. 
"I found it difficult to believe that the contest entrants were unpublished writers because the quality was most impressive. It was difficult to pick a winner among so many good pieces of writing," commented Lorraine Williams, author and journalist. Williams served as a contest judge, along with poet and writer Linda Knight.
Following is the list of winners:
Winner ages 14-19
First prize: free registration to Write! Canada conference


Joellen Poot of Palmerston, Ont.

Winners ages 20-29

First prize: free registration to Write! Canada conference


Erin Tomlinson of Chateauguay, Que.

Second prize: a $100 gift certificate from The Word Guild 


Rathiha Esther Egbert of Kanata, Ont.

Third prize: a $50 gift certificate from The Word Guild

A tie:

Stacey Campbell of Brampton, Ont. 


Suzanne den Boer of Hamilton, Ont.

Winners ages 30-plus 

First prize: free registration to Write! Canada conference 


Aimee Reid of Hamilton, Ont.

Second prize: a $100 gift certificate from The Word Guild 


Darilyn Sephton of Winnipeg, Man.

Third prize: a $50 gift certificate from The Word Guild

A tie:


Sallyanne Calver of Calgary, Alta.


Helen Harrison of Stratford, Ont.


Elizabeth Kranz of Waterloo, Ont.

The topic for this year's contest was "Finding the Courage to Answer God's Call," the theme that will be addressed by keynote speaker N. J. Lindquist at Write! Canada. Canada's largest Christian writers' conference, sponsored by The Word Guild, will be held in Guelph, Ont. from June 15 to 17. 

There is still room at this year’s Write! Canada for writers of all experience levels, from aspiring to professional. Details and registration forms are at www.thewordguild.com/writecanada.

Independent judges who were experienced writers evaluated the entries. Prizes were awarded only if manuscripts met specific criteria of excellence. There were a total of 29 entries in the 2006 God Uses Ink Novice contest, compared to 28 in 2005 and 18 in 2004. 
Sponsorships for the God Uses Ink Awards are still available, at a cost of $750 each. These sponsorships are an excellent opportunity for educational institutions, organizations or businesses to give concrete help and encouragement to young or beginning writers. Sponsors receive a number of benefits, including complimentary tickets to The Word Guild Writing Awards Gala on June 14, Canada's premiere black-tie event celebrating writers who are Christian.
Keep watching www.thewordguild.com for information on other writing contests from The Word Guild, including the Best New Author Award for a fiction or nonfiction manuscript by a writer who has never published a book.
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