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CANADIAN CHRISTIAN WRITERS CAN WIN AWARDS

Toronto–Writers who published articles, books, poetry or short stories in 2006 can enter their work in a national writing competition. The Word Guild Canadian Christian Writing Awards will honour writing in 34 categories, including novels, memoirs, devotionals, opinion columns, song lyrics, and scripts or screenplays.

“This competition is growing every year. Last year, we created six new categories because of the volume and the quality of the entries being submitted by writers and publishers,” commented Wendy Elaine Nelles, founding director of The Word Guild. 

Nelles explained that the contest's increasing publicity, along with the black-tie Awards Gala presentation launched in 2006, is creating more recognition for Canadian writers who are Christian. “Our goal is to encourage excellence, and to increase public awareness of the wonderful work our country's writers are producing," she said.

The contest is open to any Canadian citizen or permanent resident who affirms The Apostles’ Creed, ranging from journalists, academics and well-known authors to people who have self-published their first book or who publish exclusively on the Internet.

In addition to a cash prize, a gold lapel pin and a certificate suitable for framing, winners will receive on-stage recognition during the Awards Gala in Toronto in June 2007.

This contest is not restricted to members of The Word Guild. Either the writer or the publisher may enter. Publishers are encouraged to enter work on behalf of their writers, which will raise the profile of their publications and encourage their staff or freelance writers to pursue excellence.

All entries must be received by January 19, 2007. For contest guidelines and entry form, see www.thewordguild.com, or contact Jane Twohey, admin [at] thewordguild [dot] com or leave a voice mail at 905-294-6482. 
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BACKGROUNDER #1

Formerly known as The God Uses Ink Awards, these writing prizes have been awarded annually since 1988. The Word Guild assumed responsibility for the awards in 2002, and revamped and expanded the program.

The Word Guild is an association of Canadian writers and editors who are Christian, and who are committed to encouraging one another and fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. Its goal is to impact the Canadian culture through the words of Canadian writers and editors with a Christian worldview.  

Three categories of membership, renewed yearly, are available: professional writers and editors; associate members who are beginning to put together a body of published work; and affiliate members, for those working in related fields such as publishers, booksellers, church librarians, etc.  

For more information about The Word Guild, go to www.thewordguild.com.  

BACKGROUNDER #2

Awards Categories – Books

Non-Fiction Books

1. Life Stories (biography, autobiography, memoir, family history, etc.)

2. Christian Living (personal growth, inspirational, spirituality, etc.)

3. Biblical Studies (devotional, discipleship, etc.)

4. Apologetics/Evangelism

5. Relationships (friendship, marriage, family, congregation, etc.)

6. Culture (contemporary social issues, missions, global affairs, etc.)

7. Leadership (theology, ethics, philosophy, history, academic, theoretical, etc.)

8. Instructional (how-to, training, reference, etc.)

9. Special (book of poetry, anthology, gift book, etc.)

10. Independently Published Nonfiction (any genre of nonfiction book for which the author paid the full cost of publication)

Novels

1. Contemporary

2. Historical (includes Westerns)

3. Romance

4. Mystery/suspense

5. Futuristic

6. Independently Published Fiction (any genre of novel for which the author paid the full cost of publication)

Other Book Categories

1. General readership (any genre of novels or nonfiction books that explain or encourage faith for unchurched readers)

2. Children (fiction and nonfiction, including children's picture books)

3. Young Adult (fiction and nonfiction books)

Awards Categories – Articles, short pieces and other

Articles (Nonfiction):

1. News

2. Long Feature – 1,000 words or more

3. Short Feature – under 1,000 words

4. Personal experience – first-person or as-told-to

5. Inspirational/devotional

6. Profile/human interest story

7. Review – book, movie, CD, concert, etc. 

8. Column/editorial/first person essay – series (submit two consecutive)

9. Column/editorial/first person essay – single (submit one)

Other:

1. General readership (any genre of articles or short stories that explain or encourage faith for unchurched readers)

2. Short story (fiction)

3. Children and young adult (articles or short stories)

4. Poetry (rhymed or free verse; maximum of 40 lines)

5. Song lyrics

6. Scripts and screenplays (minimum 10 minutes production time)

-30-

