Raising the
of Christi

Former area
resident honoured
for her work
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ver heand of Phil Callaway, Mark
E Buchanan ar Denyse O'Leary?

Unless you're familiar those wheo
write from a Christinn view, vour an-
swer s probably going 10 be no,

That's something Wendy Nelles, who
srew up on a farm near Boston is my-
ing to change,

She's an award-winning journalise,
writer, editor and speaker based in
Toronto who, along with her col-
league, M.J. (Naney) Lindquist of
Markham, is trying to raise the profile
of Canadian Christian writers,

“If you go into a Christian bookstore
just abour anywhere in Canada, you'll
find a lot of work by Amerdcan authors
and writers,” Nelles said in a telephone
interview on Saturday,

“You won't likely see a lot from
Canadian authors because most of the
big publishers are in the United States
and that's where the market is,

*But we have many fine writers who
are Christian here and we're uying to
raise their profile to give them the
same kind of prominence as Canada's
mainstream writers, like Margarer At-
wood and Michael Ondaatie.”

Phil Callaway is a humourist who re-
ceives many invitations to speak at
conferences. Mark Buchanan is a Bap-
tist minister from Vancouver Island
who writes non-fiction. Denyse C'Leary

p

Wendy Nelles

i5 a science writer, said Nelles.

Although they specialize in different
genres, all write from a Christian world
view. That's what separates them from
the mainstream, Nelles said.

“We make a distinction between
Christian writers and writers who are
Christdan,” Nelles zaid. “Wrirers who
are Christian write from a Christian
world view but cover all genres.”

The work of these authors is being
recognized and promoted by The Word
Guild, an organizaton co-founded by
Welles and Lindquist five years ago,

The goal of the guild is to connect,
develop and promote the work of
Canadian writers and editors who are

Christian. The organization has 275
i

profile
writers

members across Canada, including
journalists, novelists, poets and news-
paper and boolk editors,

Nelles and Lindquist organize an an-
nual conference called Write! which
brings writers, editors, Hterary agents
and publishers together. This years
conference will be held in Guelph from
June 15 to 17 and will include repre-
sentatives from same of the larger pub-
lishing houses in the United States.

Melles and Lindguist were recog-
nized for their work on 'The Word
Guild during the Leading Women Con-
ference, held in Calgary earlier this
month where they were presented
with the 2006 Leading Women Award
in Communicarions and Media, The
awards, established in 2002, celebrate
the women who have made an out-
standing contribution to their vocation,

Nelles and Lindquist were nominated
for the award by members of the Cana-
dian Christian Writing Commiinity,

“This award is a real career hizhlighe
for me," Nelles said. “It's very affirming
to have your work recognized and o
know thart the investment of your time
and energy has had a national impact.”

The Leading Women Conference s a
biannual leadership development initia-
tive supported by 15 organizations, in-
cluding The Evangelical Fellowship of
Canada, Nexal EVEL Leadership, Women
Alive, Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship,
The Navigators of Canada and the Salva-
ton Army of Canada and Bermuda,

“They have raised the bar for excel-
lenee in their sector of Christian min-
istry and encouraged many young anc
aspiring writers to impact Canada
through the written and spoken word,”
Bill Fledderus, senior editor of Faith
Today magazine.




