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News Release from The Word Guild, www.thewordguild.com
FIRST-TIME AUTHORS CAN WIN BOOK PUBLISHING CONTRACT 

Toronto – First-time authors will have another opportunity to win a $1,000 cash prize and a book publishing contract in the fifth annual Best New Canadian Christian Author contest. 

Entries are due by November 30, 2006. The competition encourages never-before-published authors to submit manuscripts expressing Christian faith in a clear, original and inspiring way.

The 2007 contest is open to nonfiction manuscripts. Andrew Seal, the Canadian director of Augsburg Fortress Publishers Canada, sponsor of the contest through its Castle Quay Books imprint, explained that the decision to focus on nonfiction entries is in response to current trends within the Christian publishing industry. 

"The American and Canadian markets are showing increasing interest in nonfiction work, and Castle Quay Books wants to encourage that direction," Seal commented during the recent Christian Booksellers Association – Canada (CBA) trade show in Ancaster, Ont. "We will continue to support all of our titles, including our previous contest winners." 

Marcia Lee Laycock of Ponoka, Alberta, was named the 2006 Best New Canadian Christian Author for her fiction manuscript, One Smooth Stone, which will be published next March. Previous winners' books are already on the market: The Defilers, a suspense novel by Deborah Gyapong of Ottawa; Seven Angels for Seven Days, an autobiographical work by Angelina Fast-Vlaar of St. Catharines, Ont.; and The Chicago Healer, a novel by 

Paul Boge of Winnipeg.

"We've been enthusiastic about the caliber of many of the manuscripts we have received in this contest," said Larry Willard, the founder and publisher of Castle Quay Books. "Every year we are faced with a tough decision between two or three close contenders. If readers and booksellers support these books, we'd love to publish more high quality entries by Canadian writers." 

The winner will be announced during The Word Guild Writing Awards Gala in June 2007. The contest is open to any Canadian citizen or permanent resident who affirms the Apostles' Creed, is not currently under contract with a publisher, and has never had a book published by a royalty-paying publisher or on a work-for-hire basis. 

"This contest provides a fantastic opportunity for Canadian writers. Not only does the winner receive a cash prize and get published, but the expert feedback given in the judges' critiques helps all the writers improve," commented Wendy Elaine Nelles, associate director of The Word Guild. "We are thrilled that this award is gaining in recognition and prestige as it enters its fifth year." 

Nelles explained that it is increasingly difficult for a first-time author to find a publisher willing to invest in promoting someone who doesn't have a track record of previous book sales or a pre-existing public speaking platform. "Both Larry Willard and Andrew Seal have shown exceptional commitment to Canadian Christian publishing," she said.

Thirty-one entries from across Canada were submitted for the 2006 contest, up from 28 in 2005 and 19 in 2004. 

This contest is administered by The Word Guild, an association with the mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. For submission guidelines and entry form, go to www.thewordguild.com or leave a voice mail message at 905-294-6482.
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Media: For further information or for photos of previous winners, contact Wendy Elaine Nelles, The Word Guild at wendy [at] thewordguild [dot] com or voice mail 905-294-6482; Larry Willard, Castle Quay Books Canada at lwillard [at] castlequaybooks [dot] com or 416-573-3249; Andrew Seal, Augsburg Fortress Canada at SealA [at] augsburgfortress [dot] org or 1-800-265-6397 x 208.
