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Attention: News, Features, Lifestyle Editors

DEBUT AWARDS GALA HONOURS CANADIAN CHRISTIAN WRITERS

Mississauga, Ont.–The premiere event to recognize the best Canadian writers who are Christian received rave reviews from its audience of more than 250 people. The Word Guild's first Canadian Writing Awards Gala, held on June 14 at World Vision Canada in Mississauga, Ont., was co-hosted by TV personalities Ron and Ann Mainse of 100 Huntley Street. 

"What a night it was! Music, dancing, readings, touching acceptance speeches, great hosting by Ron and Ann Mainse, and everyone looked ravishing," commented one of the shortlisted finalists in attendance, Lorraine Williams of Markham, Ont., about the black-tie evening. "It was a professional, first-class event. I was on a high all the way home!"

"The entire event felt like a celebration – and a God-honouring one! It was a privilege and a joy to be there," said journalist Patricia Paddey of Mississauga, Ont., one of the evening's award winners.

Thirty-three writing awards were presented, recognizing the best fiction and nonfiction books, articles, columns, poems, short stories and song lyrics published last year by Canadian writers who are Christian. Winners were present from throughout Ontario, as well as from B.C., Alberta and Manitoba.

"Canadian writers who are Christian struggle to get known and to get published. This is one way to raise awareness and help get their work into the spotlight," explained the Gala Producer, writer/songwriter/performer Adele Simmons. 

The eighteenth annual Leslie K. Tarr Award for outstanding career achievement was presented to two recently retired Ottawa journalists, Lloyd Mackey and Bob Harvey. Mackey was a pioneer in founding Christian community newspapers. Harvey was an Ottawa Citizen journalist who made coverage of religion and faith issues into front-page news.

Marcia Lee Laycock of Ponoka, Alta., was the winner of The Best New Canadian Christian Author contest for her fiction manuscript, One Smooth Stone. She secured a cash prize and a publishing contract with Castle Quay Books. 
Theologian Douglas John Hall of Montreal won two categories for his book Bound and Free: A Theologian’s Journey, Augsburg Fortress. Author/professor Paul M. Beckingham of Vancouver won best personal experience article, plus his memoir Walking Towards Hope, Castle Quay Books, won best life stories book and received an award of merit in the Christian living book category. Author/pastor Mark Buchanan of Duncan, B.C., won best inspirational/devotional article and best long feature article.

The evening featured up-tempo praise music, accompanied by the Worship in Motion liturgical dance troupe. The Gala band included vocalists Marlene O'Neill, Cathy Borges, Ali Matthews and Adele Simmons, with musicians Joy Brown, Curtis Bernard and Junior Riggan. Singer/songwriter Ali Matthews, along with guitarist Rick Francis, performed her winning song lyrics entry, "Wide Awake." 

Several writers read from their work, including journalist Thom Froese of Uganda, suspense novelists Linda Hall of Fredericton and Deborah Gyapong of Ottawa, and speaker/columnist Sheila Wray Gregoire of Belleville, Ont.

The Word Guild's writing awards are a critical component of its mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. In order to attract more public participation and media attention, for the first time the awards presentation was separated from the Write! Canada conference and moved to the Greater Toronto area.

"Most Canadian writers who are Christian come to their work with a deep sense of commitment and passion, often seeing it more as a ministry than a vocation. While many of them are very good at their craft, most are neither well-paid nor well known, even within their own country. We want to rectify that," explained co-founder and executive director of The Word Guild, N. J. Lindquist. 

She added, "These awards help people know what's good, and raise the bar as to what quality is. Each piece is independently judged against specific standards, so even the shortlisted writers won by being finalists."

A complete list of 2006 winners and award of merit recipients can be seen at http://www.thewordguild.com/contestsawards/index.html.
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The Word Guild 2006 Canadian Christian Writing Awards

The following writers received awards for the best writing published in 2005. Award of Merit recipients received marks very close to those of the winning entries.

Nonfiction Books

Books – Apologetics/Evangelism 

Winner: Douglas John Hall of Montreal for Bound and Free: A Theologian’s Journey, Augsburg Fortress.

Books – Biblical Studies

Winner: Brian C. Stiller of Toronto for Preaching Parables to Postmoderns, Augsburg Fortress.

Books – Christian Living 

Winner: Judy Rushfeldt of Calgary for Making Your Dreams Your Destiny: A Woman's Guide to Awakening Your Passions and Fulfilling Your Purpose, Castle Quay Books.

Award of Merit: Paul M. Beckingham of Vancouver for Walking Towards Hope, Castle Quay Books.

Books - Culture

Winners (tie): Laurel Gasque of Vancouver for Art and the Christian Mind: The Life and Work of H. R. Rookmaaker, Crossway Books and John F. Keith of Mississauga, Ont. for Wars Are Never Enough: The Joao Matwawana Story, BayRidge Books.

Award of Merit: Brian C. Stiller of Toronto for Preaching Parables to Postmoderns, Augsburg Fortress.

Books - General Readership (books that explain or encourage faith for mainstream readers) 

Winner: Paul H. Boge of Winnipeg for Father to the Fatherless: The Charles Mulli Story, BayRidge Books.

Books - Independently-Published Nonfiction
Winner: Elaine Froese of Boissevain, Man., for Planting the Seed of Hope: A Celebration of Prairie Life.
Award of Merit: Michael R. Prieur of London, Ont. for Panes of Glory: Illuminations from the Stained Glass Windows of St. Thomas Aquinas Chapel, St. Peter's Seminary, London, Ont.

Books – Instructional/How-To

Winner: Slobodan Krstevski of Burlington, Ont. for Bless Your Children to Succeed, Guardian Books.

Books – Leadership/Theoretical

Winner: Douglas John Hall of Montreal for Bound and Free: A Theologian’s Journey, Augsburg Fortress.
Award of Merit: John G. Stackhouse, Jr. of Vancouver for Finally Feminist: A Pragmatic Christian Understanding of Gender, Baker Academic.

Books – Life Stories
Winner: Paul M. Beckingham of Vancouver for Walking Towards Hope, Castle Quay Books.

Award of Merit: John Terpstra of Hamilton for The Boys, or, Waiting for the Electrician's Daughter, Gaspereau Press.

Books – Relationships
Winner: John Visser of Belleville, Ont. for Blessings & Curses: The Key to Lasting Change, Essence Publishing.

Fiction Books

Novel – Historical
Winner: Rob Alloway of Toronto for Babylon Post: And Other Uncommon Tales from Jeremiah, Regent College Publishing.

Award of Merit: Susan Fish of Waterloo, Ont., for Seeker of Stars, Winding Trail Press.

Novel – Mystery/Suspense

Winner: Rosemary Aubert of Toronto for The Red Mass: An Ellis Portal Mystery, McArthur & Company.

Novel – Romance

Winner: Gail Sattler of Maple Ridge, B.C., for Hearts in Harmony, Steeple Hill Books.

Other Book Categories

Book – Children's

Connie Brummel Crook of Peterborough, Ont, for Maple Moon, Fitzhenry & Whiteside.

Book – Young Adult

Winner: Beverley Boissery of Vancouver for Sophie's Rebellion, The Dundurn Group.
Award of Merit: M.D. Meyer of Winnipeg for Colin's Choice, Essence Publishing.

Books – Special

Winner: Alvin G. Ens of Abbotsford, B.C. for I Am the Poem, Ensa Publishing.

Award of Merit: Calvin Seerveld of Toronto for Voicing God's Psalms, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Article, Short Story, Poetry & Song Lyric Categories

Article – General Readership (articles that explain or encourage faith for mainstream readers)

Winner: Thomas Froese of Uganda for "Life Is Like a Hazy Mirror," The Hamilton Spectator.

Article - Inspirational/Devotional

Winner: Mark Buchanan of Duncan, B.C. for "Perspective," Discipleship Journal.

Article – Long Feature 

Winner: Mark Buchanan of Duncan, B.C. for "The World is Not Enough," Christian Single.

Award of Merit: Bob Harvey of Carleton Place, Ont. for "Inside the Locked Doors of the Sistine," The Ottawa Citizen.

Article – Short Feature
Winner: Josie Newman of Claremont, Ont. for "Gay Marriage Legalized in Canada," Charisma Magazine.

Article - News

Winner: Karen Homer of Guelph, Ont. for "Hostile Takeover," Childview/Enfants du monde, World Vision Canada.
Award of Merit: Bob Harvey of Carleton Place, Ont. for "Ottawa's Meditative Power Is Something to Contemplate," The Ottawa Citizen.

Article - Personal Experience 

Winner: Paul M. Beckingham of Vancouver for "Loneliness – a Longing for Home," Tidings.

Award of Merit: Phil Callaway of Three Hills, Alta. for "The Slow Goodbye," Servant.

Article - Profile/Human Interest 

Winner: Doris Fleck of Calgary for "God Turned Street Kid into Ministry Leader," Faith Today.
Article - Young Adult/Children

Winner: Christine Penner Polle of Red Lake, Ont. for "Anna and the Wolves" On The Line.

Award of Merit: Violet Nesdoly of Surrey, B.C. for "More Beautiful than Flowers" FaithWriters Magazine.

Column/Editorial/First Person Essay (single)
Winner: Dave Henderson of Pembroke, Ont. for "The Most Daunting Job in Christendom," The Ottawa Citizen.
Award of Merit: Greg Paul of Toronto for "Why Do People Live On the Street?," Faith Today.

Column/Editorial/First Person Essay (series)
Winner: Patricia Paddey of Mississauga for "Leader in Focus: What God Intends for Good" and "'Jazz Conversation' With God Helps Scholar Find Hope," ChristianWeek.

Poetry 

Winner: Bonnie Flaman of Regina for "What Happens After Healing?," The Penwood Review.
Review 

Winner: Deborah Gyapong of Ottawa for "Harper Finds Fans Among Authors," The Catholic Register.

Award of Merit: David Daniels of Brooklin, Ont. for "The Drama of Scripture," Faith Today.

Short Story

Winner: Cullene Bryant of Vancouver for "In the Dry Woods," The Books Collective.
Song Lyrics

Winner: Ali Matthews of Stratford, Ont. for "Wide Awake" 

Award of Merit: Ali Matthews of Stratford, Ont. for "Emmanuel" 
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BACKGROUNDER – THE WORD GUILD CANADIAN CHRISTIAN WRITING AWARDS

This awards program is sponsored by The Word Guild, a national association with the mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. 

The Word Guild contests are open to all eligible writers who have Canadian citizenship or permanent resident status, and are not restricted to members of The Word Guild. All entrants are asked to affirm The Apostles' Creed as a condition of acceptance in the contest. However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed in the short-listed and winning works represent the authors' personal beliefs and are not necessarily endorsed by The Word Guild. 

Although contest rules do not require an explicit statement of Christian belief, judges looked for an underlying expression of the writer's Christian worldview informing and influencing the writing. 

Entries were judged according to excellence of writing; impact (the inspirational/informational value making it worthwhile); fulfillment of stated purpose; suitability to target audience; and originality/freshness of style. Each category was also judged on technical and style qualities specific to that genre.

The writing prizes, formerly known as the God Uses Ink Awards, were administered by Faith Today magazine, a publication of The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, from 1988 to 2001. The Word Guild assumed responsibility for the awards in 2002, significantly revamping and expanding the program. The awards were presented during the Write! Canada annual conference until 2006, when they were spun off into a separate event.

The Word Guild has more than 275 members across Canada who are committed to fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. 

Co-founders N. J. Lindquist of Markham, Ont. and Wendy Elaine Nelles of Toronto serve as executive director and associate director, respectively. See www.thewordguild.com for further information.
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N. J. (Nancy) Lindquist, Executive Director, The Word Guild, email nancy [at] thewordguild [dot] com or phone 905-471-1447 during business hours.

Wendy E. Nelles, Associate Director, The Word Guild, email wendy [at] thewordguild [dot] com 
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