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Attention: News, Features, Lifestyle Editors

TARR AWARD FOR CAREER ACHIEVEMENT

PRESENTED TO JOURNALISTS LLOYD MACKEY AND BOB HARVEY

MISSISSAUGA, ON—Two journalists, Lloyd Mackey and Bob Harvey, were presented with the eighteenth annual Leslie K. Tarr Award for outstanding career achievement at The Word Guild Canadian Writing Awards Gala on June 14. The premiere black-tie event was attended by more than 250 people from the Canadian Christian writing, editing, publishing, broadcasting and academic communities.

Both award recipients recently retired from long careers in journalism. Mackey's vocation focused on what he calls "Christian newspapering." He served as the founding editor of B.C. Christian News, considered one of the best Christian community newspapers in North America, and was involved in the startup of several others, most recently ChristianCurrent Ottawa.
Harvey worked within the mainstream press as one of Canada's most respected religion writers. Over a 30-year career, much of it spent at the Ottawa Citizen, he wrote thousands of news and feature articles on all aspects of faith, spirituality and religion.

The Tarr Award celebrates a major contribution to Christian writing and publishing in Canada. Specifically, the award recognizes a person who has demonstrated excellence in his or her own writing, contributed to the development of Christian writing and writers in Canada, and helped position the church in Canadian society, leading to better understanding of Christianity. The award is sponsored by Tyndale University College and Seminary, and includes a cash prize.

Mackey cited Tarr as an inspiration, and explained that, "it has been essential for Christian journalists to be both warm and supportive of the gospel, and constructively critical when necessary, so that the faith and the gospel could be well-understood.” 

Mackey is known for his immense knowledge of the Christian church in Canada, its characters and its history. He has a keen interest in Canadian politics and politicians, especially Christians who find themselves on Parliament Hill. Since his retirement in 2003, he has continued to write, including a well-timed biography of the current prime minister, The Pilgrimage of Stephen Harper (ECW Press), which was published just before Harper came to power.

Mackey's colleague Doug Koop, the editorial director of ChristianWeek, commented that Lloyd has worked extremely hard over the years, with little financial reward. "But he has kept working at Christian newspapers because it has been his calling and his passion, and because it has been his earnest desire to 'link Christians in ministry and purpose'," Koop said.

"The fact is, no one has done more to advance the development of Christian newspapers than Lloyd Mackey. In this realm he has been a real pioneer—a trailblazer," Koop added.
Preston Manning praised Mackey for his commitment to keeping the Christian community informed about events and trends in the secular world. "You have sincerely attempted, and succeeded, in bringing knowledge and understanding where it did not exist," Manning said.

Bob Harvey was known his colleagues at the Ottawa Citizen as a practicing Christian who was prolific and dedicated, displaying an admirable work ethic and calmness under deadline pressures, according to fellow-reporter Maria Cook. He took religion seriously, and gave it a status that it had not previously enjoyed in leading Canadian newspapers.

He had the reputation of being a thorough, fair, objective and incisive reporter. Religious leaders such as the Anglican Bishop of Ottawa, The Right Reverend Peter Coffin, commented that they respected Bob because they could trust him to "get it right."

"Bob Harvey was respected and admired by all the religious leaders in the community, as a person who could be trusted to always be sharp but not cutting, incisive but not biting, judicious but not judgmental, " said Ottawa's Rabbi Bulka.

Tom Reilly, the General Secretary of the Ontario Conference of Catholic Bishops, said that, "I often felt at the end of a conversation with Bob, that I had learned at least as much as he had. He had the skill to ask the question which forced you to think through your position, without ever leaving the impression he was simply putting you on the spot."

Harvey traveled to Vietnam to write about the oppression of Christians, to Sudan to report on the slave trade, to Rome to report on the death of Pope John Paul II, and across the U.S, and Canada. He also wrote a column for Faith Today for a number of years. He left the Ottawa Citizen last year due to health reasons. 

Harvey called the Tarr Award "the most prestigious and important award I have ever received." He added, "More important is the recognition of my years of writing about religion. Those of us who regularly write about religion for daily newspapers enjoy the work or we wouldn't be doing it, but the religion beat is not the most prestigious beat in any newsroom. The Tarr Award is a much-needed recognition, not just of me, but of the good work of many writers… I can retire with increased pride in the work I have done."
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BACKGROUNDER #1

Leslie K. Tarr, the first recipient of this award, who died in 1995, was a pastor and journalist who taught and wrote for a wide variety of secular and Christian publications. He was one of the first editors of Faith Today magazine; the Canadian correspondent for Christianity Today; Canadian director of Decision magazine; taught at God Uses Ink conferences; was professor of homiletics and communications at Central Baptist Seminary. The Reverend Tarr was author of Shields of Canada (biography of Baptist preacher T.T. Shields); 250 articles in The Toronto Star; articles in United Church Observer, Moody, Fundamentalist Journal, Canadian Churchman, Quill & Quire, etc. Despite disability and many years of painful illness, Les Tarr was a much-published and respected writer who remains an inspiration to us all.

Leslie K. Tarr Award Winners:

1988 Leslie K. Tarr, freelance writer/author 

1989 John Redekop, professor/author 

1990 Maxine Hancock, professor/author 

1992 Margaret Clarkson, poet/author/hymnwriter 

1993 Harold Jantz, founder/editor, ChristianWeek 

1994 Phyllis Mitchell, columnist/author 

1995 John White, author 

1996 W. Harold Fuller, writer/author 

1997 Hugh Cook, professor/author 

1998 Jim Taylor, editor/author/publisher 

1999 Audrey Dorsch, editor/writer/publisher 

2000 Doug Koop, editor/journalist 

2001 Larry Matthews, editor/writer/consultant 

2002 Grace Irwin, teacher/author/minister 

2003 Margaret Epp, author 

2004 Janette Oke, author 

2005 Margaret Avison, poet

2006 Bob Harvey, journalist

2006 Lloyd Mackey, journalist/newspaper publisher/author

BACKGROUNDER #2 - THE WORD GUILD CANADIAN CHRISTIAN WRITING AWARDS

The Leslie K. Tarr Award is administered by The Word Guild, a national association with the mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. The Tarr Award is the highlight of the annual presentation of The Word Guild Canadian Christian Writing Awards.

This year, 33 writing awards were presented on June 14 at a black-tie Gala held at the World Vision Canada auditorium in Mississauga, Ont. A complete list of 2006 winners and award of merit recipients can be seen at http://www.thewordguild.com/contestsawards/index.html. Other news releases about the Gala and about The Word Guild can be seen at http://www.thewordguild.com/newsreleases/index.html.

The Tarr Award, and the other writing prizes, were administered by Faith Today magazine, a publication of The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, from 1988 to 2001. The Word Guild assumed responsibility for the awards in 2002, significantly revamping and expanding the program. The Tarr Award was enhanced to include a cash prize, and Tyndale University College and Seminary assumed financial sponsorship of the award. 

Nominations to The Word Guild for the Tarr Award are accepted for Canadian citizens who affirm The Apostles' Creed and meet all three criteria of demonstrating excellence in his or her own writing, contributing to the development of Christian writing and writers in Canada, and helping to position the church in Canadian society, leading to better understanding of Christianity.

The Word Guild has more than 275 members across Canada who are committed to fostering standards of excellence in the art, craft, practice and ministry of writing. 

Co-founders N. J. Lindquist of Markham, Ont. and Wendy Elaine Nelles of Toronto serve as executive director and associate director, respectively. See www.thewordguild.com for further information.
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For comments, contact:

N. J. (Nancy) Lindquist, Executive Director, The Word Guild, email nancy [at] thewordguild [dot] com or phone 905-471-1447 during business hours.

Wendy E. Nelles, Associate Director, The Word Guild, email wendy [at] thewordguild [dot] com 

Lloyd Mackey, email lmackey [at] rogers [dot] com
Bob Harvey, email bharvey [at] sympatico [dot] ca
