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Excitement Building for Premiere Event

The Word Guild Canadian Writing Awards Gala 2006 

· Mississauga, Ont. – The premiere event to recognize the best Canadian writers who are Christian takes place at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday June 14. The Word Guild Canadian Writing Awards Gala will be held in the auditorium at World Vision Canada Headquarters, 1 World Drive, Mississauga (just off Hurontario, a short distance north of Highway 401).

The Gala will be co-hosted by TV personalities Ron and Ann Mainse of 100 Huntley Street and Crossroads Christian Ministries. Tickets are only $15 and are still available online at www.thewordguild.com or at the door.

· Authors, journalists, columnists, poets and songwriters from across Canada will receive more than 30 awards for the best writing published in 2005. The contest is open to any Canadian writer who affirms The Apostles' Creed.

· Special guests, influential awards sponsors and presenters will attend from all writing spheres, TV and radio, book publishing, journalism, university/college education, business, politics, etc.

· Someone will be recognized for outstanding career achievement and contribution to Christian publishing in Canada through presentation of The Leslie K. Tarr Award by Tyndale University College and Seminary.
· Seven finalists will be holding their breath to see who will be announced The Best New Canadian Christian Author. The winner will secure a publishing contract with Castle Quay Books.
· Three authors will launch new books: Linda Hall of Fredericton, N.B., a mystery novel, Dark Water, WaterBrook Press; Deborah Gyapong of Ottawa, a suspense novel, The Defilers, Castle Quay Books (last year's winner of The Best New Canadian Christian Author Award); and Sheila Wray Gregoire of Belleville. Ont., an inspirational book, How Big Is Your Umbrella? Weathering the Storms of Life, Kregel Publications.
· Writers will read from their work, including journalist Thomas Froese of Uganda and writer/author/seminary professor Paul Beckingham of Vancouver.
· Book tables will offer winning books and materials, CDs and writer information.
· Enjoy author book-signings and autographs, along with a complimentary reception with delicious food.
· Media interviews available before and following the awards.
· The evening will feature dynamic music, including the performance of the shortlisted song lyrics. Featured musicians in the honorary Gala Praise Band include: 

· Marlene O'Neill (Toronto), Ali Matthews (Stratford) and Adele Simmons (Solina), well-known Gospel singers and recording artists
· Joy Brown from Toronto on keyboard 

· Curtis Bernard from Kitchener on drums 

· Junior Riggan from Kitchener on bass.
· The Word Guild's various writing awards are a critical component of its mandate of connecting, developing and promoting Canadian writers and editors who are Christian. In order to attract more public participation and media attention, for the first time the awards presentation has been separated from the Write! Canada conference and moved to the Greater Toronto area. Everyone – readers, bookstore staff, librarians, teachers, those interested in the arts – is invited to attend this debut Awards Gala. Formal or semi-formal attire is requested. 

This year, Write! Canada will follow the Awards Gala from June 15-17 in Guelph. Writers of all experience levels can choose from 35 classes; registration is still open at www.thewordguild.com.

"Canadian writers struggle to get known and to get published. This is one way to raise awareness and help get their work into the spotlight," commented the Gala Producer, Adele Simmons. "When the public knows, the public asks, and the bookstores will carry the product for them." She explained that while the finalists share a Christian worldview, their work is not specifically Christian content, but from all genres including newspaper articles, magazine feature stories, opinion columns, poems, biographies, mystery novels, song lyrics and children's books. 

Simmons has rallied 30 volunteers from Whitby Baptist Church (who come from Oshawa, Ajax, Pickering, Courtice and Bowmanville as well as Whitby) to assist in the production – from tech and stage crew, to ushers and security, to hospitality and food services for the Gala reception that will follow. Members of The Word Guild are also playing key volunteer roles. World Vision Canada has graciously donated their quality venue for this exciting event.
· We'd love to see you there! Visit www.thewordguild.com for more information about the Gala and Write! Canada.
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